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Honey for the Holidays
A “Sweet” Way to Say L’Shana Tova
Dear Friends at NCJW,

Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown on Sunday, September 9th, and although
it seems far away, at NCJW South Cook Section it is time to think about the
Holidays. Once again NCJW is offering a very sweet way to send a Rosh
Hashanah greeting to friends and family. We will mail a festively wrapped 7 ounce
jar of honey, along with a special New Year’s greeting and explanation of the
significance of this tradition. It is a gift everyone will enjoy and a great fundraiser
for our section. Cost is $9.75 each for 1-7 jars; $9.50 each for 8-14 jars; and $9.25
each for orders of 15 or more jars.
Last year we had some “bees” sending their orders after the due date and
we were unable to accommodate them. Please, be aware that although Rosh
Hashanah starts in September, it takes some time to process and mail all the
orders.
Make sure you send your order by the due date of July 25th.
Honey for the Holidays needs lots of hands to help, so please email or call us
to volunteer. Teenagers are welcome! This is a great way for students to earn
service hours for their various school activities, i.e. Key Club or National Honor
Society. Volunteers can help us wrap the honey for mailing. We had a wonderful
Continued on Page 5

NCJW’S

Day in
the City
Historic Pullman Foundation,
Pullman National Monument
and Visitor Center

Take a step back in time and learn about the Pullman history and neighborhood.
View original artifacts and Pullman memorabilia and watch a 20-minute movie that
will take you from 1880 to the present day! There will also be a short walking tour
around the community. Pullman is still a viable community of residents preserving
the past. Hope you can join us for a fascinating day of Chicago History!
Bonnie Ribet

Camp Quality
& NCJW South Cook
LUNCHEON
Monday, Aug 6

ART PROJECT
Friday, Aug 10

Camp Quality is a weeklong
international camp for children who are
living with cancer. Once again, Camp
Quality welcomes volunteers from
NCJW South Cook Section to sponsor a
morning of art projects and a luncheon
at Camp Manitoqua in Frankfort.
Campers, whose ages range from 7 to
17, will participate.
The theme this year is “Once Upon A
Time.” Monday will be “Harry Potter”
day. Friday is “The Wizard of Oz” day.
The assembly line “lunch brigade” starts
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, at 10:30 AM
and has been a big hit at camp and a
continuing pleasure for our members.
The hours are 10:30 AM-12:30 PM for
the lunch team.
Our art project volunteers participate
in a brief training session at 8:15 AM on
FRIDAY, AUGUST 10. The hours are 8:15
AM-10:30 AM for the Art Project team.
If you are interested in being an art
project volunteer, please email Sharon
Johnson at sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com
or call (815) 806-9248.
Please call Susie Goldberg (708) 2178306 for the lunch brigade team. Join
us for a day you will long remember!

Day in the City
Wednesday, July 25 - 10:00 AM
Cost: $7 plus lunch
Cal-Harbor Restaurant & Lounge
(Restaurant is cash only)

Please RSVP to Bonnie Ribet at frogmom3@aol.com
and send a check made payable to NCJW to:
Bonnie Ribet
1121 Brassie Avenue
Flossmoor, IL 60422.
If you’d like to join a carpool, please let Bonnie know.

PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

There are so many important issues facing us today. Gun violence, sex-trafficking, sexual harassment, domestic
violence and individual freedoms pertaining to citizenship and sexual orientation are only a few of the complicated
and overwhelming challenges we, as US citizens, need to address. What tools are available to us to make ourselves
heard on the local, state, and national arenas?

Vote-

We are a country based on representation. Take the time to investigate and know your
representative. Make sure he/she shares your values and ideals.

Oppose-

Oppose tyranny and injustice wherever you find it. This can be done with an email, a phone
call, joining a rally, supporting an organization, attending a town meeting or a local political
forum.

Involve-

Take the time to research issues and candidates. Give each side consideration and then make
an informed decision. Turn your beliefs into action.

Commit-

Make our government as important in your life as your job and your family because all aspects
of our lives are impacted by the laws and rights that are discussed and amended every day by
our legislature. Eventually your life and family will be affected by those laws.

Effect-

Effect change through perseverance and dedication, but most importantly using the framework
guaranteed to all of us as US citizens. Violence is never the answer. Let us use our passion
and intelligence in the voter’s booth and by supporting (physically, financially, and vocally)
those organizations that fight for our beliefs and recognize the needs of all Americans.

Our country truly is a melting pot, comprised of so many ethnic, religious and political factions. This is our strength,
but also our challenge, as we strive for justice and equality for all our citizens.
NCJW South Cook Section is one organization that can give you the voice you need to effect change. Join us in
any way you can to shine the spotlight on and hopefully repair many of the current injustices that exist in our great
country.
Thank you to all who have supported us throughout the years and to those who are just joining us in turning our
beliefs into action.
Sharon E. Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section
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Reflections on NCJW’s 2018 Leadership Retreat
NCJW’s Leadership Retreat 2018 in St. Louis proved to be a
great success! From June 1-3 more than 250 NCJW members
joined together to attend workshops, exchange ideas and
experiences and listen to inspiring and diverse speakers.

Attending my first NCJW Leadership weekend was
inspiring as well as educational.
There were many workshops and study sessions to
choose from. Most exciting for me was Shabbat’s
keynote speech by Yavilah McCoy and her two
workshops on Saturday. Yavilah is the CEO of a diversity
consulting group, DIMENSIONS Inc., which provides
transformational resources for diversity, equity, and
inclusion strategies.

Most of the workshops addressed leadership in all its forms,
from personal style, self-care for advocates, and leading for
change. Other workshops targeted Outreach and Engagement,
Focus on Israel, Reproductive Health, Rights and Justice, Civic
Engagement and our Federal Courts.
Keynote speakers included Yavilah McCoy, CEO of the diversity
consulting group DIMENSIONS, and Adrienne Davis, the William
M. Van Cleve Professor of Law and Vice Provost at Washington
University in St. Louis.

As an activist and mentor for empowerment of Jews of
Color, Yavilah has spent a lot of her life showing groups
how to create Jewish space for everyone. She spoke
about how music unites us and how her mother’s Jewish
values have permeated her life work. Her first workshop
was about being a Jewish leader by navigating diversity,
equity and inclusion. Using shared discussion and
experiential activities, Yavilah created an atmosphere for
all of us to feel accepted. It was so crowded that women
were sitting on the floor.

The deeply moving Saturday night program “Mother 2 Mother,”
a conversation with black mothers to white about “the Talk”
with their black sons, was designed to spur women to use their
considerable power and energy to create broad change within
their homes, schools, and communities. It was very powerful.
Gloria Lippert, Susan Bayer, and I all returned with a greater
understanding of many of the challenges we face as an
organization as well as an appreciation for our sister Sections
across the United States.

The second session was even fuller as we discussed
racism and anti-Semitism. We talked about sharing
experiences and creating a place of Love. I learned a
new word, “ashkenormativity,” which means making
assumptions that result in the marginalization of nonAshkenazi Jews and non-Jews in Jewish
space.

Sharon Johnson

The experiences were eye opening. It was a
wonderful two days and we met and listened
to many wise, creative, and courageous
women.
Susan Bayer

Susan Bayer, Sharon Johnson
and Gloria Lippert.
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Friendship Notes
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.
She will send notes to members observing
life cycle events for themselves or immediate
family members, including spouses, parents,
siblings, children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. Notes are sent for births and
deaths, speedy recoveries, marriages and bar/
bat mitzvahs.
Please let Leslie know. Email her at
lsilverman@amli.com or call her at (312) 283-

Congratulations/Mazel Tov
Betti & Neal Goldberg - Marriage of Daughter
Liza Goldberg – Marriage of Sister
Shana Goldberg - Marriage
Barbara Gordon - Bat Mitzvah of Granddaughter
Risa Graff - Bat Mitzvah of Granddaughter
Rayna & Jerry Greenberg - Bar Mitzvah of Grandson
Jane Himmel – Marriage of Son
Joyce Himmel - Marriage of Grandson
Celeste Kirschner - Marriage of Daughter
Frima Margolin - Birth of Great Granddaughter
Caryl Mizrahi - Bar Mitzvah of Grandson
Laura Mizrahi – Bar Mitzvah of Son
Rebecca Moeckler - Birth of Granddaughter
Jane Sneiderman Stokar – Birth of Granddaughter
Carolyn Zakem - Birth of Grandson

Get Well Wishes/Thinking of You
Marla Brodsky - Mother
Dorothy Finder
Nancy Garfien
Susie Goldberg - Mother
Renee Kaminsky
Shari Kaminsky - Mother in law
Fran Moeckler Licht – Husband
Laurie Goldberg Orenstein - Grandmother
Joan Plusser

Condolences
Peggy Butler - Brother
MIB and Paul Braun - Mother/ Mother in law
Barbara & Herb Mason - Mother in law/Mother
Deborah Levinson – Sister in law

We mourn the loss of NCJW Member Joyce
Klein. We extend our heartfelt condolences
to her family. May her memory be a blessing.

Tributes
Express your good wishes or condolences and
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW
Tribute cards. To purchase or send a tribute,
please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 3426275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB
South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. Please join
us at 7:30 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For
information, call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.
JULY 5

AUGUST 2

Since We Fell

Night Over Water

Hostess: Sharon Johnson
Facilitator: Nancy Burrows

Hostess: Elyse Miller		
Facilitator: Evie Rosen

by Dennis LeHane

by Ken Follet

SEPTEMBER 6

Wars of the
Roosevelts

by William Mann
Hostess: Debra Borodkin
Facilitator: Susan Bayer

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
Please contact Advocacy@ncjwcns.org for more information. Also, check out our
website: ncjwchibookclub.wordpress.com. New members are always welcome!
JULY 12

AUGUST 9

Little Fires
Everywhere
by Celeste Ng

(2 SHORT BOOKS)

My Name Is Lucy
Barton
Anything Is Possible

SEPTEMBER 13

Second Person
Singular
by Sayed Kashua

both by Elizabeth Strout

Directory Updates
Please email changes to the Directory to Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net.
Not on the Internet? Her phone number is (708) 798-8049 and if she’s not home,
please leave a message. Thanks for helping keep the Directory current!
Welcome New Members!
Nancy Rader (Craig)
12339 Bentwood Drive
Homer Glen, IL 60491
c. (804) 305-1839
rader.nancy@comcast.net
David Johnson
8248 Callista Drive
Frankfort, IL 60423
(815) 806-9248
david_m_johnson@msn.com

Emily Sices
Isabel Sices
Talia Sices
Bari Wolf Cain (Jeffrey)
286 South 2nd St., Apt. 6B
Brooklyn, NY 11211
Allison Stern
1332 Caddy
Flossmoor, IL 60422

Welcome New Life
Members!

Francesca Wolf (Jason
Franklin)
43-12 Broadway, PH
Long Island City, NY 11103

Ellen Freedman
Tracey Levy

Address & Phone
Changes:

Carley Ribet
1040 W. Adams, Apt. 255
Chicago, IL 60607

Betti Goldberg
Cell: (708) 373-2459

Jessica Ribet
240 E. 27th St., Apt. 5F
New York, NY, 10016

Elena Morone
655 W Irving Park Rd
Apt. 602
Chicago, IL 60613
Cell # only
Zaneta Ruff
3757 E Covey Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85050
Cell # only
Sheila Spanier
7746 Sheridan Road
Apt. 4R
Chicago, IL 60626
Cell: (708) 476-3396
Carolyn Zakem
926 Lincoln Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403
Cell: (708) 298-1795
Email: bzakem@comcast.net

Joyce Greenspan
811 River Terrace
Johnsburg, IL 60051
Only # cell: (708) 903-7227

All articles for the next Bulletin should be emailed to
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail.com by July 15 th .
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ILLINOIS STATE POLICY ADVOCACY UPDATE
Stop the Global Gag Rule and Urge Lawmakers
To Support the Women’s Health Protection Act (WHPA)
lives. The measure was first introduced by Sen. Richard
Blumenthal (D-CT) and Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA) in 2013 and
has been reintroduced in every session of Congress. Given
the surge of medically unnecessary, anti-abortion regulations
enacted by states nationwide over the past several years,
including those aimed at closing clinics, abortion access varies
greatly by state. Such barriers impact young people, people of
color, and those whose incomes are at or below the poverty
line. The Women’s Health Protection Act protects a woman’s
right to make her own faith-informed decisions about abortion
by banning several forms of state restrictions that push
abortion out of reach. Tell your congress-person to cosponsor
the Women’s Health Protection Act.

The Trump Administration has proposed a devastating rule
intended to block women from assessing essential health
information and care like birth control, cancer screenings, and
STD testing from Planned Parenthood and other reproductive
health care providers. It would ‘gag’ health care providers
by banning them from receiving federal funds through Title
X of the Public Health Service Act if they mention abortion
or abortion-related services. The rule is designed to make it
impossible for specialized reproductive health providers like
Planned Parenthood to serve patients in the program. For many
women, the Title X program is how they receive their primary
source of care.
Urge lawmakers to support the Women’s Heath Protection Act
(WHPA). The WHPA, SB 510/HR 1322, is a bill that protects
access to safe, legal abortion, regardless of where a person

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth, NCJW South Cook Illinois
State Policy Advocates

Honey for the Holidays
A “Sweet” Way to Say L’Shana Tova
Continued from Page 1

response in the past and are hoping for lots of helper bees again, this year.
We will be packing in the Youth Lounge at Temple Anshe Sholom. Packing for honey will be done on:
Monday, July 30th thru Thursday, August 2nd from 10 AM to 3 PM.
Friday, August 3rd from 10 AM to 2 PM.
Monday, August 6th thru Thursday, August 9th from 10 AM to 3 PM.
Friday, August 10th from 10 AM to 2 PM.
Monday & Tuesday, August 13th & 14th from 10 AM to 2 PM [if needed]
Laura Mizrahi will take honey orders for all of your “honeys.” Orders must be in by July 25th to ensure delivery by Rosh
Hashanah. You can download the order form from www.ncjwsouthcook.org. To make sure your request is fulfilled,
please send your completed order form and check (made payable to NCJW) to: Laura Mizrahi, 1458 Olive Road,
Homewood, IL 60430.
If you would like to volunteer with this project or have any questions please call or email Elena Morone at (708) 9277643 or elenaenchicago@gmail.com.
Thanks in advance,
Elena Morone, Honey for the Holidays
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Cynthia Maddox

Adopt-a-School Project

Debra Borodkin and Lynne Oberman were warmly greeted at Garfield
School’s Cinco de Mayo celebration. Mr. Valentin, first grade teacher
and event moderator, thanked Garfield’s community partners, NCJW
South Cook Section and Jones Community Center.
Our members volunteer throughout the school year, reading and
presenting art works to students. The school’s staff and students
love our volunteers. And, of course, volunteers have a wonderful time
with the students. Contact Judy Budrow to learn more about these
rewarding opportunities.
Contact Judy Budrow at judybudrow@yahoo.com or (708) 957-4016 to
learn more about these rewarding opportunities.

Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria
Wednesday, October 3, 2018
10 AM – 3 PM
Featured Speaker
Andy Schapiro
Former US Ambassador to the Czech Republic, Attorney, and HF alum
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Closing Dinner
This year’s Closing Dinner included the installation of South Cook’s officers and board members as well as recognition of our special
volunteers: Emerging Leader Magda Roth, Special Volunteer Michelle Stern, Outstanding Servicers Marianne Switt and Leslie Sigale,
and Behind the Scenes Supporters, the “Sassy Stitchers.” Sharon Johnson agreed to serve a third year as President, to the relief and
appreciation of all. A huge thank you, again, to Michelle Stern, as she oversaw another successful, flower-filled and delicious Closing
Dinner.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
JULY
July 3
July 5
July 12
July 25
July 25
July 31

Board Meeting CANCELLED
South Suburban Book Club
Chicago Book Club
Day in the City
Honey Order Deadline
Executive Committee Meeting

AUGUST
Aug 2
Aug 6,10
Aug 7
Aug 9
Aug 28

South Suburban Book Club
Camp Quality
Board Meeting
Chicago Book Club
Executive Committee Meeting

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser. Purchase as many $10
tickets as you like. Each month from October through May three winning
tickets will be drawn for $100, $50 and $25. Winning tickets go back in the
pot for the next raffle. You have 24 chances to win each year, with eight
drawings and three winners each time. Hot Tix make great gifts too. They
are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!” Contact Anita Lebowitz at
(708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

MAY WINNERS
$25
$50
$100

Belinda Oberman
Craig Oberman
Cathy Davis

GO GREEN

GO ONLINE

NCJW South Cook has a website! Check it out:
www.ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll find up to date events,
information, and more! Have information or an event
you’d like listed on the website? Send your email to
website@ncjwsouthcook.org.

Join your fellow members and sign up to receive your
South Cook Bulletin by email. Simply email Cathy Davis at
kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values,
NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights
and freedoms.
Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook’s website at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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