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Camp Quality
& NCJW South Cook

On Monday, August 6, NCJW
South Cook Section provided
lunch for the Camp Quality
campers and counselors at Camp
Manitoqua in Frankfort. Over 80
campers, ranging in age from 7 to
17, enjoyed a hearty lunch despite
a few showers in the morning.
An art project to celebrate “Once
Upon a Time” was provided
on Friday morning, August 10.
Friday’s theme was “The Wizard
of Oz.” Thank you to Pat Arnold
and Sharon Johnson (art project
leader) who had a great time
helping the campers create dream
catchers (yellow for “the Yellow
Brick Road,” orange for “the
Cowardly Lion,” and white for
“Glinda – the Good Witch”). The
campers were also encouraged to
Continued on Page 3

NCJW’S

Please show your support for two of NCJW South Cook’s
community service projects, Albine Gerson Layette Project
and Cynthia Maddox Adopt-a-School, by bringing any of the
following items with you to the luncheon:
• Hooded towels

• Crayons

• Receiving blankets

• Markers

• Snowsuits for children • Glue sticks
up to age 18 months
• Pencils and
mechanical pencils

• Box Top for
Education
coupons

Questions? Contact Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail.com or
Jody Markus at jodyann37@aol.com.

Day in the City
We had a memorable and informative
day when twenty-five NCJW members
from both the city and the south
suburbs met at the Pullman Historic
Foundation. We toured the visitors’
center, watched a video on the history
of Pullman, and then, with our fabulous
tour guide, walked through the district,
stopping at the Greenstone Church,
Hotel Florence, the clock tower and

Continued on Page 8

PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

“It’s impossible,” said pride.
“It’s risky,” said experience.
“It’s pointless,” said reason.
“Give it a try,” whispered the heart.
Author Unknown

This is what leaps to mind whenever I think of NCJW South Cook and the wonderful experiences I have had
since becoming a member in 2007. We have an abundance of heart in everything we do!
We are an organization of “doers” who are not intimidated by outside forces who say “don’t bother” or “why
try?” We know the impact even a single person’s act can have on the injustices and prejudices that we face
every day as part of our human society.
The most gratifying feeling is to know that by participating in our numerous community service programs and
advocacy campaigns we are helping those who through many, varied circumstances cannot help themselves.
We encourage self-reliance, independence, and hard work to achieve goals. We lead by example, and
mentor as best we can those with less education, opportunities, and support groups to become productive
members of society.
We truly have A Faith in the Future and A Belief in Action.
Complacency solves nothing. From the moment Hannah G. Solomon refused to serve coffee at the Chicago
World’s Fair of 1893 and by the end of the expo established the National Council of Jewish Women, we have
never allowed our heart and our passion to be second best to anyone. Women are not second-class citizens.
Neither are the poor, the uneducated, the LGBTQ community, non-Christian religious groups, the elderly, and
the many, varied races that make up our great country.
I am not convinced that prejudice and injustice can ever be eradicated, but I do believe in the power of
action and the strength of organizations such as the National Council of Jewish Women to be a leader in the
fight to bring social justice to women, children, and families and safeguard individual rights and freedoms.
Kudos to my Executive Committee members and Board of Directors for their insight, their support, their
passion, and their camaraderie. I’ve never met a more dedicated, hard-working group. The same applies to
each and every one of you who attend our events and volunteer your time and efforts throughout the year.
We cannot succeed without you.
Wishing all of you L’Shana Tova!
Sharon Johnson, President of South Cook Section
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Southland Community Garden Walk
Sunday, June 24, 2018 dawned bright, sunny, and beautiful for almost
200 visitors attending NCJW’s 8th annual SOUTHLAND COMMUNITY
GARDEN WALK! An e-mail sent to me several days later summed it up
perfectly: “It was quite spectacular---perfect weather, a wonderful variety
of lovely gardens, enthusiastic garden hosts and volunteers, informative
garden consultants, and excited participants!! The good feelings the walk
promoted in the community are absolutely PRICELESS!”
And priceless was the effort of Mayor Paul Braun of Flossmoor and Mayor
Jim Holland of Frankfort, who took time out of their very busy schedules
to join us at a garden in their community to support our efforts and to
promote the beauty of that garden and the uniqueness of their individual
Continued on Page 6
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pick a drawing from two coloring books based on “The
Wizard of Oz.”
A warm thank you to all the lunch brigade workers: Susie
Goldberg (chair), Evelyn Rosen, Marianne Switt, Debby
Pebworth, Lynn Brown, Beverly Goldberg, Pat Arnold,
Laura Eisenwasser, Ellen Freedman, and Sharon Johnson.
A very special thank you to Bergstein’s NY Delicatessen
in Chicago Heights for donating the lunch food and
Aldi’s for providing hoagie buns.
Everyone who participates agrees that this is one of
the most fun days of the year for NCJW volunteers!
Volunteer next year and have one of the most rewarding
experiences ever!
Susie Goldberg, Chairperson, Camp Quality event
Sharon Johnson, Art Project Leader
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From Our Recent Graduates
Thank you for your gift honoring my college
graduation! It's much appreciated. I'm excited to
start my career in Chicago.

Thank you so much for the tributes in honor of my Master
in Public Health.
Stephanie Sigale

Thank you,
Rachel Elfman

Thank you to everyone who made a donation to NCJW
in honor of my college graduation. I truly appreciate you
thinking of me.
Anna Tenny

Shalom Transportation

Cynthia Maddox

Adopt-a-School Project

JUF is pleased to announce a new pilot program that
will expand subsidized senior transportation options
for Jewish seniors facing transportation barriers in
the Southern Suburbs. This program will broaden our
transportation service area to better serve the Jewish
community.

Calling all volunteers! Please join us as we read
and do art projects with students at Garfield
Elementary School in Chicago Heights.
Have questions? Contact Judy Budrow at
judybudrow@yahoo.com.

For more information, please contact Alene Rutzky,
South Suburban Coordinator, at (708) 798-1884
or alenerutzky@juf.org.

April 10, 2019
Join us on Wednesday April 10, 2019 for another
riveting performance by Judy Winnick as she
portrays Miep Gies, a Dutch citizen who hid Anne
Frank and her family during World War II.
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Honey for the Holidays
NCJW South Cook Honey Season 2018 is over and one more time it was a fantastic success, thanks to all of you, our worker
bees.
We had a nice flow of worker bees helping wrap, label, box, seal, and sort our honey every day for the two weeks that we
met. It was like a well-rehearsed ballet, where everyone knew what to do and all was done just right to the point that we
finished ahead of schedule.
A special thanks goes to Barbara Gordon, Oliver Zigmund, Susan Bayer, Susie Goldberg, Lynne Oberman, Peggy Butler,
Bonnie Mosbacher, Bonnie Ribet, Sharon Johnson, Leslie Sigale, Melinda Berman, Allison Stern, Michelle Stern, Lois Fine, Eva
Roughton, Jean Browne, Marianne and Stuart Switt, Joslyn Smith, Cheryl Sugar, Olivia Fortman, Tova Meron and all our drivers
to the post office, who not only drove but hauled all those bags full of boxes: George Roth, Sharon Johnson, Aden Kozel, Jim
Kelly, Gloria Lippert, and Jody Markus. Although many friends help in hand-delivering the boxes to save us in postage costs,
a special mention should be made to Bonnie Ribet, who delivered over 80 boxes in downtown Chicago and is our team leader
on the Executive Committee.
Before I wish all of you a sweet new year, let’s play a game of Who’s Who. This project would not be possible without the
dedication of four queen bees:

The Ultimate Queen
Bee Debra Borodkin is
celebrating 20 years
of doing the HoneyProject. Debra not only
knows everything that
has to be done, she
also writes the cards
with names and keeps
a file on everyone who
ever ordered honey
before.

The Secret Queen Bee
Laura Mizrahi works
hidden in the depths
of the beehive. She
receives the orders,
copies and saves them
for the next year. Laura
also supervises theteenagers who assemble the boxes.

The Jack of All Trades
Queen Bee Elena Morone does whatever has
to be done. She supervises the worker bees,
explains how to do it,
wraps, seals, hauls,
sorts and drives to the
post office. During the
year, Elena makes sure
all the supplies are
ordered.

The Energizer Bunny
Queen Bee Magda Roth
is our new queen. Magda does everything a
Jack of All Trades does
but she does it faster, much faster, and
doesn't stop until it’s
all done or she runs
out of battery. This year
Magda is also saving
the world, one vote at
a time.

I wish you all a wonderful, sweet and enjoyable year, Shana Tova u Metuka. May all your desires come true, and let there
be peace in our world and in Israel, and clean air, soil, and water for everyone on this beautiful earth we share.
And thanks to the real bees that provide us with honey!
Elena Morone
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enhanced our guests’ experience by answering questions as
well as discussing various features of the gardens.
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• To our $500 “ROSE” Underwriting Sponsors: Dreyfuss Plastic
Surgery (David Dreyfuss, MD.), In Memory of Peggy & Bob
Eisenstien (Helen & Michael Arkes).

Southland Community Garden Walk
Continued from Page 3

• To our $250 “IRIS” Garden Sponsors: In Memory of Connie
Adelman & Helen Tobin (Patricia & Howard Adelman), Arbor
Centers for Eyecare; In Memory of Alvin & Maureen Quarles
(Jean Browne), Leona & George Calvin (from past gardeners
to current, we continue to create an environment of beauty
in our Southland community), Clark’s Garden Center & Stone
Depot, Cathy & Robert Davis, Robin & Keith Frank, Lenita
Johnson; In Memory of Shirley & George Kline (Goldberg/Kline
Family), Baird & Warner, the Jenner Group (Susan Jenner); In
Memory of Herb Kent “The Kool Gent”, Deborah Sims (Cook
County Commissioner, 5th District), Kay Wilson.

village. We are truly grateful to both of them!
And even weeks later, we have continued to receive rave
reviews.
So, now please join us in a heartfelt thank you to all of
those who made this event possible:
• Teresa & Marco Bravo, Donald & Kay MacNeil, Don & Nikki
MacNeil, Allen & Patti Leppellere, Kim Payne & Don Popravek,
Sarah VanSipma & Marge Stortz, Sharon & Johnnie Walker,
Susan & Cliff Williams, the incredible gracious garden hosts
who opened their gorgeous gardens to NCJW and the
public in order to raise money for Aunt Martha’s Health and
Wellness and Respond Now.

• To our $100 “PEONY” Garden Sponsors: Big John’s Farm
Market & Greenhouses, Lois & Stanley Birer, DJ’s Landscaping
(Dwayne Kuiper), Nancy & Ted Disabato, Ellyn & Tom Eisner,
Teri Gaby, Hamilton Landscaping (Tim & Kim Hamilton),
Gary Heiferman, Robin & Matthew Patinkin, Woldhuis Farms
Sunrise Greenhouse, Priscilla Sutker, Honoring the Wedding of
Kathleen & Myras Osman (Carmencita & David Schoeneman),

• Rosie Brannin, Cece Childress, Jeffrey Lippert, Sue McCarthy,
Marnell (Nell) Scott, Linda Tyson, Dave Ward, David Whitney,
Marikay Peter Witlock, the volunteer garden consultants who
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• James Caporusso.
• To our $100 RESTAURANT Supporters: Aurelios Pizza, Bergstein’s NY Delicatessen, The Egg & I, Flossmoor Station Restaurant &
Brewery, Grady’s Snack n’ Dine, La Voute Bistro-Bar.
• Meleni Davis of Davis Celander Design for the hours of creative energy designing & laying out our tickets, postcards, and our
gorgeous garden walk brochure.
• Caitlyn Childress for artistic and technical expertise in designing and producing the garden walk map.
• Carron Flagler for the creation of our original garden walk logo.
• To Art 4 Soul and Ebel’s Ace Hardware for selling our advance tickets.
• To Meijers for the generous donation of bottled water and ice.
• To Cece & Charles Childress, Bonnie Ribet & Susan Nachison, Charlie
Celander, Gloria Lippert, Elena Morone, Penny Shnay, for generously donating
our fabulous raffle items!
• To the Garden Walk Committee for the donation of WINE for the Preview
Party!
• For all of our incredible, enthusiastic volunteers who really made this event
possible: first, our dedicated chairs of Goldberg Park operations, Jennifer
Artis & Susan Bayer, second, all of our warm & wonderful Garden Walk
volunteers-ambassadors: Diane Bedrosian, Debra Borodkin, Lynn Brown, Jean
Browne, Judy Budrow, Allison Burnett, Nancy Burrows, Caitlyn Childress,
Cece Childress, Jake & Laura Eisenwasser, Ellen Freedman, Teri Gaby, Marcia
& Michael Gevers, Susie Goldberg, Jessica Hinterman, Delores Irvin, David
& Sharon Johnson, Ellen Kahn, Sara King, Eila Koltun, Anita Lebowitz, Jeffrey
Lippert, Judy Lohr-Safcik, Dory Machtinger, Vicki Meilach, Elyse Miller, Bonnie
Mosbacher, Caryl Mizrahi, Laura Mizrahi, Elena Morone, Lynne Oberman,
Judy Palmer, Debby Pebworth, Rachel Pebworth, Evie & Larry Plofsky, Bonnie
Ribet, Magda Roth, Barbara Schwartz, Amy Schneider, Nancy Schneider, Nell
Scott, Penny Shnay, Linda Stanford, Marge Street, Marianne Switt, Penny
Thomas, Yoka Ward, Barbara Warman, Gayle Weil, Lori Whitney, Sherry Wolf,
Helen Wolkow, Patrick Zamkin.
• Finally, the 2018 Garden Walk Committee who planned for an entire year,
and are already hard at work putting together gardens for 2019! Each
member of the committee is responsible for a significant piece of this
endeavor and when put together, like a tapestry, it creates a memorable
event! Peg Boivin, Judy Budrow, Caitlyn Childress, Cece Childress, Sara King,
Gloria Lippert, Judy Lohr-Safcik, Dory Machtinger, Evie Rosen, Penny Shnay,
Carol Spector, Linda Stanford.

Thank you again to all of those listed above for supporting NCJW.
You made this our most successful garden walk fundraiser as well as
“friendraiser,” and allowed us to showcase our Southland community in the
most dazzling manner!
Thank you, thank you, thank you,
Gloria Lippert
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Day in the City
Continued from Page 1

several residences as we learned interesting facts along the way.
This historic district was first developed in 1880 by George Pullman to combine a
good labor and living environment for working class people. The tradition continues
today with a diverse community committed to preserving its heritage.
Afterwards, we ate lunch at Cal Harbor Restaurant and Lounge, run by a fourth
generation Pullman family. It was the epitome of an old fashioned coffee shop,
serving everything from breakfast to full meals at extremely reasonable prices. We
all had a wonderful day!
Bonnie Ribet
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From Julia’s Attic

A Look Back in Time
Lynne Oberman sent in the following letter, published in October of 1946 and written by Jeanette K. Gordon, then President
of NCJW’s Chicago Heights Section. Jeanette’s message highlights the Section’s role in the WWII war effort. The Section
was just 25 years old that year. The Chicago Heights, Park Forest and Lincolnway Sections have since been combined to
comprise our current South Cook Section, now approaching its 100th anniversary.

My dear Friends,
As President of the Chicago Heights Section, it is with pride and joy
that I greet you in this Bulletin, which ushers in our twenty-fifth
year of existence.
With the approach of the New Year and with the world outlook
still very distressing, I want to expound briefly on the need for
broadening our Overseas Project. As we all know, our brethren in the
Old World are at this moment in dire straits. They are being driven
back into barbed wire camps by those whom we thought were our
friends. They need to be freed and given new hope and security. I
know that with our increased support their wishes and ours will be
fulfilled; and our brothers and sisters overseas will have cause to
think of us and thank us again and again in their hearts. I know
that you will all cooperate fully in this greatest of all present-day
responsibilities of Council.
On this day, set aside as Council Day throughout the country, for
the purpose of taking stock of how we have met our responsibilities
with regard to our Overseas work, I want to thank you for your
summer’s activity; for the spirit of cooperation and understanding
that you displayed. Your efforts in making our ambitious Earning
Fund assignment a success is very heartening to me.... to the
hostess of the wonderful party that climaxed the Drive, and is a
tribute to the chairman of our Overseas Project.
With your continued help, there is no question that we shall make
this twenty-fifth year a banner year in all respects. With your
help, I am confident that we can fulfill our entire responsibility
for service to Jews everywhere.
A Happy New Year to all- Sincerely & faithfully yours,
Jeanette K. Gordon
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Friendship Notes
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.
She will send notes to members observing life
cycle events for themselves or immediate family
members, including spouses, parents, siblings,
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy
recoveries, marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.
Please let Leslie know. Email her at lsilverman@
amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885.

Congratulations/Mazel Tov
Rayna Adler – Bat Mitzvah of Granddaughter
Patricia Adelman – Marriage of Son
Joan Barr – Marriage of Granddaughter
Joan Barr – Marriage of Grandson
Joan Barr – Birth of Great Grandson
Nancy Burrows – Birth of Granddaughter
Alice Davis – Marriage of Daughter
Laura Eisenwasser - Marriage of Son
Rachel Port Davis – Marriage of Sister in Law
Sue Gertler – Marriage of Son
Risa Graff – Marriage of Son
Lindsay Jacobson - Marriage
Norma Jacobson - Marriage of Daughter
Alissa Kahn - Birth of Son
Marea Kahn - Birth of Grandson
Shelly Marks – Marriage of Son
Frima Margolin – Marriage of Granddaughter
Michelle Tenny – Marriage of Son
Michelle Tenny – Birth of Grandson

Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB
South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. Please
join us at 7:30 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk.
For information, call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@
gmail.com.
SEPTEMBER 6

OCTOBER 4

Wars of the Roosevelts

Hillbilly Elegy

Hostess: Debra Borodkin
Facilitator: Susan Bayer

Hostess: Susan Bayer 		
Facilitator: Lynne Oberman

by William Mann

(if available) by J.D. Vance

NOVEMBER 1

A Gentleman in Moscow
(if available) by Amor Towles
Hostess: Bonnie Mosbacher
Facilitator: Sharon Johnson

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
Please contact advocacy@ncjwcns.org for more information. Also, check out our
website: ncjwchibookclub.wordpress.com. New members are always welcome!
SEPTEMBER 13

Second Person Singular
by Sayed Kashua

OCTOBER 11

Women in the Castle
by Jessica Sattuck

Get Well Wishes/Thinking of You
Flora Alderman
Judith Budrow - Daughter
Linda Caplan
Rabbi Caplan – Wife
Susan Dritz
Carol Gilbert
Maureen Kelly
Diane Kessler
Paul Kessler - Wife
Lauren Kosmin - Grandmother
Michelle Kosmin – Mother
Maddie Kosmin – Grandmother
Todd and Bari Kosmin – Mother and Mother in law
Anita Lebowitz - Daughter
Julie Mintz - Husband
Judy Mischel - Father

Directory Updates
Please email changes to the Directory to Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net.
Not on the Internet? Her phone number is (708) 798-8049 and if she’s not home,
please leave a message. Thanks for helping keep the Directory current!

We mourn the loss of NCJW Life
Member Susan Fine. We extend
our heartfelt condolences to her
family. May her memory be a
blessing.

Condolences
Lois Fine - Daughter in Law
Stephanie Fine-Roughton - Mother
Judy Frank - Brother

Tribute Cards
Express your good wishes or
condolences and support NCJW
projects by purchasing NCJW
Tribute cards. To purchase or send
a tribute, please contact Bonnie
Mosbacher at (708) 342-6275 or
bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

All articles for the next Bulletin should be emailed to
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail.com by October 15th.
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ILLINOIS STATE POLICY ADVOCACY UPDATE
Make Your Vote and Your Voice Count this November!
As we are writing this in August, we are thinking about midterm elections
coming up in NOVEMBER. In the last midterm election, 143 million Americans
did not vote.
The results of this election will shape our future. With so much at stake, every
single one of us must vote. And every one of us must take responsibility to
get others to the polls.
That’s why in addition to our work to Save SCOTUS, end family separation
and incarceration, and protect reproductive rights, NCJW is working fervently
across the country to get out the vote.
Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth, NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy
Advocates

FYI
If you want to be an educated
voter, go to ballotready.org
This website gives you access to
information about all candidates
nationally and specifically within
Illinois. You can read about their
backgrounds and their positions
on issues. The information for
the November election will be
online as of October 1st.

Albine Gerson Layette Project
NCJW South Cook Section’s partnership with Aunt Martha’s
Health and Wellness is an exemplary longstanding program,
and once again this year it met its requested goal of making
62 adorable Layettes. These Layettes are then used as an
incentive for young mothers-to-be who complete a parenting
course designed to enhance their skills. It is the stated mission
of the Healthy Families, Parents Too Soon program to “…
prevent infant mortality and promote health and well-being in

those communities with the highest risk for negative
outcomes to mother and child.”
I want to thank our fabulous team for putting their
creative talents and so much love into the creation
of each of our Layettes: Pat Arnold, Debra Borodkin,
Lynn Brown, Susan Bayer, Ellen Freedman, Evelyn
Friedman, Ellen Kaplan, Sharon Johnson, Lynne
Oberman, and Brenna McKenzie and her team of
“Sassy Stitchers.” Also, thank you to our team and
Section members for their generous donations and
continued support of this beloved Project!
The Opening Luncheon event on October 3 would
be an excellent opportunity for members and guests
to bring some much needed and deeply appreciated
items. We welcome your donations, especially of the
following: hooded towels, receiving blankets, blankets,
bibs, snowsuits and jackets (up to size 18 months).
Monetary donations earmarked for “Layette” are
always welcome.
For more information about this project, please
contact Marianne Switt at stu_mari@yahoo.com.
Marianne Switt
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AUGUST

Aug 28

Executive Committee Meeting

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER

Sept 4
Sept 6
Sept 10-11
Sept 13
Sept 19
Sept 24-25
Sept 25

Board Meeting
South Suburban Book Club
Rosh Hashana
Chicago Book Club
Yom Kippur
Sukkot
Executive Committee Meeting

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser. Purchase as
many $10 tickets as you like. Each month from October through May
three winning tickets will be drawn for $100, $50 and $25. Winning
tickets go back in the pot for the next raffle. You have 24 chances
to win each year, with eight drawings and three winners each time.
Hot Tix make great gifts too. They are perfect when the occasion
calls for “no gifts!” Contact Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 or
dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

OCTOBER

Oct 2
Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4
Oct 11
Oct 30

Board Meeting
Simchat Torah
Opening Luncheon & Gift Galleria
South Suburban Book Club
Chicago Book Club
Executive Committee Meeting

GO GREEN

GO ONLINE

NCJW South Cook has a website! Check
it out: www.ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll
find up to date events, information, and
more! Have information or an event you’d
like listed on the website? Send your
email to website@ncjwsouthcook.org.

Join your fellow members and sign up
to receive your South Cook Bulletin
by email. Simply email Cathy Davis at
kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

NOVEMBER
Nov 1
Nov 6
Nov 8
Nov 27

South Suburban Book Club
Board Meeting
Chicago Book Club
Executive Committee Meeting

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive
ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by
improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding
individual rights and freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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