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IN THE MIDST OF THE HOLOCAUST...

THERE WAS GOODNESS

MIEP GIES
A Beacon of Hope

Miep Gies (1909-2010) is one of the unsung heroes of the
Holocaust. This petite, humble, Catholic woman helped hide
Anne Frank and her family in the Netherlands during WWII.
Miep provided them with food and other basic necessities. She
linked them to the outside world. Her emotional support gave
them a beacon of hope. Without the protection Miep and her
husband gave, Anne might not have survived to write the diary.
Monday, 8 May 1944
“It seems as if we are never far from Miep’s thoughts”...
-Anne Frank
After the Nazis arrested the Frank family, Miep
discovered Anne’s diary and protected it through the
rest of the war. Had it not been for Miep, Anne’s
story would have been lost to the world.
About the Actress/Scholar:

April 10,
~ 7 PM
Judy2019
Winnick portrays
extraordinary women
from WWII history: Miep Gies: A Beacon of Hope
Temple
Anshe
Sholom
and Irena Sendler: Angel of the Warsaw Ghetto.

20820 Western
Avenue,
Olympia
Fields
Judy says,
“These women
inspire me
with their

courage, humility, compassion, and the message

that one person can make a difference.”
No Cost ~ Refreshments
will be served
Judy is on the Colorado Humanities/Chautauqua

FundedSpeakers
by NCJW
andand
JUF
Bureau
has performed internationally.

Roe v. Wade
46 Years Later
In spite of the snowy weather, over
forty NCJW members and guests
gathered at the home of Gloria and
Jeffrey Lippert on January 23rd to
commemorate the 46th anniversary
of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court
decision that safeguards women’s
reproductive rights. We first enjoyed
a delicious potluck soup/supper.
Afterward, newly elected Cook
County Commissioner for the 6th
district Donna Miller spoke about
the current state of reproductive
justice in Illinois and in the United
States. Commissioner Miller was
gracious enough to be our program

During her teaching career she received one of
Colorado’s Distinguished Teacher Awards.

Continued on Page 3

NCJW AT GLENWOOD ACADEMY
Programs are
45-60 minutes
and include
time for Q&A.

Judy Winnick portrays Miep Gies

Contact:
Judy Winnick
303.683.7696

Join us for an evening with actress and scholar Judy Winnick as she presents
the story of Miep Gies, another extraordinary woman from World War II. If you
have seen Ms. Winnick’s previous performance of Irena Sendler, you will know
not to miss this one!
Questions? Please contact Debra Borodkin at dbbor@sbcglobal.net.

Holiday Gift Party
On December 11, 2018, ten NCJW South
Cook members joined the Glenwood
Academy Scarborough house for girls
for a wonderful evening of laughter
and sharing while opening holiday gifts
presented to Glenwood as part of the
Peggy Eisenstein Holiday Gift project.
Scarborough House in Glenwood is
home to 10 girls with live-in House
Parents. The girls were extremely wellbehaved, polite, and anxious to show off
their rooms and their art work to all of
Continued on Page 4

PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE

It’s the start of a new year, with all the hopes, fears, problems, obstacles, and opportunities that existed
last year. We make resolutions, we break them, we make plans or just coast through our days dealing
with the same issues of family and work.
As I have often stated, NCJW South Cook has expanded my life experience in so many ways. A few
years ago, I decided to see what our South Suburban Book Club was all about. I sat in on a meeting
(everyone is welcome!). I had not read the book under discussion, but was very impressed with the
atmosphere of interesting conversation and points of view expressed by the readers. Of course, I read
the next book and have been attending Book Club ever since that night. (I encourage everyone to give it
a try! You can contact Peggy Butler at annabellelake@gmail.com for South Suburban Book Club or if you
live in Chicago you can contact bookclubchicago@ncjwsouthcook.org).
We recently read a novel, How to Walk Away, by Katherine Center. I was not thrilled with the plot
devices and some of the characters, but there were some very compelling quotes that I would like to
share.
“It’s the trying that heals you. That’s all you have to do. Just try.”
“When you don’t know what to do for yourself, do something for someone else.”
These ideas resonated with me and how they encapsulate what NCJW South Cook is all about. We don’t
always succeed. Often there are setbacks that seem insurmountable and leave everyone with feelings
of frustration and despair. That is where the “trying” comes in. If we want to heal our country and
ourselves, we cannot give up the fight. There will always be ebbs and flows, victories and defeats, but
that is the challenge we must embrace.
“Success is a journey, not a destination. The doing is often more important than the outcome.”
Arthur Ashe
Please join me and NCJW South Cook Section as we journey through 2019 together. We have so many
opportunities for you to be a part of our organization and our goal to improve the quality of life for
women, children, and families and safeguard individual rights and freedoms. We don’t just need you. We
want you to feel the exhilaration of expanding your horizons, making new friends, and experiencing the
great satisfaction that comes with a job well done. Please feel free to contact me or any of our officers
or chairs for information on any upcoming event or program. All contact information is listed in our
Directory.
A Happy and Healthy New Year to you all!
Sharon E. Johnson
President of NCJW South Cook Section

2

9Annual
th

We Get Thank You’s

Southland Community Garden Walk

To: NCJW Members

Save the Date

Thank you for all the beautiful Layettes this
year. The MOMS appreciate them.

Sunday, June 30, 2019
10 am to 4 pm
Rain or Shine

From: the Aunt Martha’s Healthy Families Team

Roe v. Wade
46 Years Later
Continued from Page 1

presenter when the scheduled Planned
Parenthood speaker had to cancel due to
health issues.
Donna Miller is the Commissioner for the
district containing Flossmoor and the
surrounding suburbs. She has a long history
with Planned Parenthood, beginning with
her volunteering for its hotline and later
serving on the Board of Planned Parenthood
Illinois for many years. The audience was
very interested in learning more about the
Flossmoor Planned Parenthood Clinic, which
has served mostly people from the south
suburbs. We plan to follow up this event
with a scheduled group tour of the Clinic and
some lobbying events with local legislators.

Sharon Johnson, Ellen Kaplan, Cook County Commissioner (6th District) Donna Miller,
Debby Pebworth, Gloria Lippert

We want to thank Gloria Lippert for
suggesting this program and graciously
hosting this event in her home. It was a
wonderful evening with delicious food, the
opportunity to meet Commissioner Miller, and
great opportunities to network with others
in the community who are interested in
supporting NCJW and reproductive justice.
Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy
Advocates
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NCJW AT GLENWOOD ACADEMY

Holiday Gift Party
Continued from Page 1

us who attended. The atmosphere was lively and festive with many happy faces and exclamations of delight (squeals!) for
the many wonderful presents received and treasured.
A pizza party with soft drinks and dessert was enjoyed by all. With so many NCJW members attending we were able to
spend one-on-one time with the girls and learn about their hopes and dreams for the future.
The smiles, the laughter and the appreciation we received from the girls are truly what the holidays are all about, and NCJW
South Cook plans to continue to be a part of Glenwood Academy’s future.
NCJW South Cook was so well received by Glenwood Academy that we were able to schedule a field trip through our Iris
Dreyfuss Fund to the Homewood Science Center’s Roller Coaster program on March 5, 2019.
Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Peggy Eisenstein Holiday Gift Program! A fitting tribute to an
exceptional woman!
Sharon Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section
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NCJW South Cook’s

December Executive and Board Meeting
Our wonderful South Cook Section’s executive committee and board members met for their annual dinner and brought toys
to be shared with Respond Now and Aunt Martha’s families. Thank you for all that you do!

NCJW at Glenwood Academy Holiday Gift Party (cont'd)
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Friendship Notes
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.
She will send notes to members observing life
cycle events for themselves or immediate family
members, including spouses, parents, siblings,
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy
recoveries, marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.
Please let Leslie know. Email her at lsilverman@
amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885.

Congratulations/Mazel Tov
Patricia Adelman – Marriage of Daughter
Debra Borodkin – Marriage of Grandson
Gabrielle Davis Carr - Birth of Son
Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus - Marriage of Son
Lois Fine - Bar Mitzvah Grandson
Eila Koltun – Birth of Grandson
Lynn Lazarus - Birth of Granddaughter
Ann Snedden - Marriage of Son
Jane Stokar – Birth of Granddaughters

Speedy Recovery/Thinking of You
Arlene Bloom
Debra Borodkin
Marcy Borodkin Grayer - Mother
Ilene Banach - Mother
Lynn Gaby
Susie Goldberg - Son
Barbara Gordon
Lynn Gordon - Mother
Marla Gordon
Natalie Jean Neer Hart
David Johnson - Wife
Sharon Johnson
Maureen Kelly – Daughter
Frima Margolin - Speedy recovery
Susan McCarthy - Husband
Laurie Orenstein - Brother
Joan Plusser
Sandi Reich - Husband
Barrie Ribet Moskovich - Grandmother
Bonnie Ribet - Mother
Carley Ribet - Grandmother
Jessica Ribet - Grandmother
Leslie Silverman - Father
Ann Snedden - Mother
Phyllis Stein – Husband
Diane Wolf - Son

Condolences
Melinda Berman - Grandmother
Sherry Dieckman - Sister-in-law
Joan Krengel – Husband
Marta Krengel – Father-in-law
Michel Palomo - Mother
Judy Straus - Husband

Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB
The South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month. Please
join us at 7:30 PM. Books are available at the Flossmoor Library’s circulation
desk. For information call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail her at
annabellelake@gmail.com.
MARCH 7

APRIL 4

In the Midst of
Winter
by Isabel Allende

Hostess: Susie Goldberg
Facilitator: Iris Blumenthal

The Music Shop
by Rachael Joyce

Hostess: Lynne Oberman
Facilitator: Nancy Burrows

MAY 2

We Were Strangers
Once
by Betsy Carter

Hostess & Facilitator: Sharon
Johnson

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
Please contact advocacy@ncjwcns.org for more information. Also, check out our
website: ncjwchibookclub.wordpress.com. New members are always welcome!
MARCH 7*

APRIL 11

An American
Sickness

by Elisabeth Rosenthal

The Shoemaker’s
Wife

MAY 9

Leaving Egypt
by Paula Sadok

by Adriani Trigiani

*Note change of regular meeting date

Directory Updates
Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing them to
dbbbor@sbcglobal.net. Not on the Internet? Call her at (708) 798-8049. If she’s not
home, please leave a message with your changes.
Welcome New Members!
Bonnie Dinell-Dimond
2841 S. Western
Park Forest, IL 60461
Email:
tolaugh@sbcglobal.net
Home: (708) 747-0063
Cell: (708) 758-4489

Kathryn [Kathy] Erickson
18511 Homewood Ave
Homewood, IL 60430
Email:
kathybush@comcast.net
Cell: (708) 655-1820
New Email
Leslie Silverman –
lesliessilverman@gmail.com

New Addresses:
Patricia Adelman
1201 S. Prairie, Apt. #4202
Chicago, IL 60605
Nancy Disabato
325 West Fullerton Pkwy,
Apt. #505
Chicago, IL 60614
Beth Lichtenberg
1618 Park Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

Tribute Cards
Express your good wishes or condolences and support NCJW projects by
purchasing NCJW Tribute cards. To purchase or send a tribute, please contact
Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

All articles for the next Bulletin should be emailed to
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail.com by March 15th.
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ILLINOIS STATE POLICY ADVOCACY UPDATE
ISRAEL
NCJW will be following the Israeli campaign season over the next months leading up to the national elections on Aril
9th, with a special eye on the issues surrounding gender equality. Almost all of NCJW’s Israel grantees are involved in
the elections in some way regarding the issues, whether violence against women, the entanglement of state and religion,
employment discrimination, the exclusion of women from the public sphere and efforts towards peace. A couple of our
grantees are more directly involved in elections and gender equality, whether through their organizing work to train
women to run for office or their legal efforts to support women as they break through Haredi (ultra-orthodox) bans
blocking women from running on the Haredi party lists.
Recently a new coalition of organizations interested in promoting gender equality in the national elections met for the
first time to discuss goals, strategy and tactics. WePower (an NCJW grantee) organized the new coalition. The new
coalition, “National Elections 2019,” is calling for no less than 50% women in the Knesset.
One of the areas of interest regarding gender equality is the rise of political women in the Haredi world. We have seen a
win in the Supreme Court towards gender equality in the Haredi parties. The organization “Itach-Maaki Women Lawyers
for Social Justice,” one of NCJW’s grantees, co-led a suit against discrimination of women in the party Agudat Israel,
which bans women from running. Agudat Israel was told by the Supreme Court that it had 21 days to amend its by-laws
and allow women to run.
FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Gun Violence Prevention- The House has introduced the Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2019, legislation that would
require background checks on all gun sales except those between immediate family members. The Background Check
Expansion Act is the companion legislation in the Senate. According to Polling, 85% of Americans support background
checks on gun sales. NCJW supports background checks, which are the only systematic way to stop felons, domestic
abusers, and other individuals from buying guns.
Trafficking Legislation- Before the 115th Congress ended, the Senate passed by voice vote the Frederick Douglass
Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act of 2017. A similar version passed the House in July 2017.
The measure would preserve and expand essential services and protections for survivors of trafficking, including training
and education efforts so that employees of the travel and hospitality industries can better recognize children and adults
who may be trafficked, and reintegration programs for trafficking survivors. The measure, supported by NCJW, awaits the
President’s signature.
Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

Calling All Graduates
If you know of students graduating this academic year from eighth grade, religious school, high school,
college or graduate school, please email their names to Cathy Davis at kashazi@aol.com. We will print a full
list in the spring bulletin.

7

GO ONLINE

GO GREEN
NCJW South Cook has a
website! Check it out: www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll find
up to date events, information,
and more! Have information or
an event you’d like listed on the
website? Send your email to
website@ncjwsouthcook.org.

Join your fellow members
and sign up to receive your
South Cook Bulletin by email.
Simply email Cathy Davis at
kashazi@aol.com and save a
tree!

FEBRUARY

Feb 26

Executive Committee Meeting

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MARCH

March 5
March 7
March 21
March 26

Board Meeting
Chicago & South Suburban Book Clubs
Purim
Executive Committee Meeting

APRIL

April 2
April 4
April 7-9
April 10
April 11
April 20-27
April 30

Board Meeting
South Suburban Book Club
Washington Institute
Judy Winnick event on Miep Gies
Chicago Book Club
Passover
Executive Committee Meeting

Support our Section through
this worthy fundraiser. Purchase
as many $10 tickets as you
like. Each month from October
through May three winning
tickets will be drawn for $100,
$50 and $25. Winning tickets go
back in the pot for the next raffle.
You have 24 chances to win each
year, with eight drawings and
three winners each time. Hot
Tix make great gifts too. They
are perfect when the occasion
calls for “no gifts!” Contact Anita
Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365
or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to
purchase tickets.

DECEMBER WINNERS
$25
$50
$100

Cathy Davis
Sharon Lorsch
Robin Frank

JANUARY WINNERS
$25
$50
$100

Mona Rosenthal
Sharon Johnson
Vicki Meilach

FEBRUARY WINNERS
$25
$50
$100

Debby Pebworth
Stephanie Budrow
Belinda Oberman

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn
progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives
for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and
families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.
Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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