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Changes due to Covid-19 
Pandemic:

Until further notice South 
Cook Section will be unable 
to supply printed copies of 
the Bulletin. Please share 
this information with any 
members you know who may 
not receive the Bulletin via 
email.

ON PURPOSE: JUF 
Mini-Grant Program at 
Shir Tikvah April 22, 2020

Rescheduled to October 21, 
2020 at 7pm

NCJW National 
Convention 2020 
April 23-25, 2020

Cancelled

Closing Event, 
Installation & Awards 
Ceremony 
May 20, 2020

Cancelled

10th Annual Southland 
Community Garden Walk 
June 28, 2020

Cancelled

Iris Dreyfuss Program 
Honoring Debby 
Pebworth Postponed 

Due to the pandemic 
and sheltering in place 
we unfortunately have to 
reschedule this program which 
was originally planned for 
June. We will let you know the 
new date to honor Debby for 
this most deserving award at a 
later time.

Illinois State Policy Advocate Updates

Fair Maps - Stop Gerrymandering
Gerrymandering steals our votes and voices and hurts our democracy. We say “No 
More” to a rigged redistricting process. It is time to put the people first.

Together, we can get the word out about the Illinois Fair Maps Amendment and 
how the #2020 Census provides necessary data for redistricting. If we truly want 
ethics reform in Illinois, we need to start with stopping our legislators from designing 
rigged state maps. Let’s advocate for Fair Maps, and hold candidates and elected 
officials accountable to making Illinois a state that works for us all.

HJRCA41and SJRC18 must be voted upon by May 3rd so that the Fair Maps 
Amendment can be on the November 3rd ballot. The people of Illinois overwhelmingly 
support redistricting reform. Please call the offices of your State Senator and State 
Representative and urge them to support redistricting reform. Their office phone 
information is in your South Cook Directory.
Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth 
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

Protect the Vote/Vote by Mail
The COVID-19 pandemic is an emergency that we will be facing for many months.  
Given this pandemic, the National Council of Jewish Women calls on all states to 
expand no-excuse absentee voting and mail-in ballots.  It is critical that all citizens 
have the ability to vote safely, and appropriate time is allotted to ensure all votes are 
fully counted.  The time to act is now to address voters’ and poll workers’ fears by 
limiting the need to cast an in-person ballot.  Our top priority must be the health and 
safety of the American people while simultaneously upholding the rights of all voters.

In ILLINOIS, we are urging the passage of an expanded VOTE-BY-MAIL BILL that 
ensures a safe and fair election in November, by AUTOMATICALLY MAILING A 
BALLOT TO EVERY REGISTERED VOTER.

Please call your State Representative and Senator and tell them that you support 
expanded voting by mail for this election.

 •  Go to https://www.changeil.org/legislator-map/ to find your State Rep 
and Senator. Please call. 

 •  And, voice your opinion over email to GOVERNOR PRITZKER: https://
www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/contactus/Pages/VoiceAnOpinion.aspx or 
https://www.facebook.com/GovPritzker/GovPritzker/

 •  Speaker of the House, MICHAEL MADIGAN: 217-782-5350 mmadigan@
housedem.state.il.us, madiganmj@ilga.gov

 •  Senate President, DON HARMON: 217-782-8176http://www.donharmon.
org/contact-senator-harmon dharmon@senatedem.ilga.gov

If vote by mail legislation is not passed by the end of May, there will not be time to 
organize another option, and an expanded vote-by-mail program will not go forward.  
PLEASE TAKE ACTION NOW.

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates



PRESIDENT’S M E S S AG E

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” How true those words seem today. I’m 
sure that every generation has felt the truth of those words as much as Charles Dickens did 
when he wrote them in 1859.  It is clear that for most of us, we are facing a challenge we have 
never had before.  Our lives have been disturbed and upended in an unprecedented way.

I believe that we as a nation have the same grit and determination and faith our fathers/
grandfathers and mothers/grandmothers had during the Depression, WWI and WWII. There 
are sacrifices that are worth making.

Most of us have accepted the challenge and pledged to follow recommended safeguards.  
Others choose to ignore the warnings and hope for the best.  I applaud every individual who 
has taken the responsibility for not only their own safety and well-being, but for everyone 
else in their world.

Taking responsibility and making a difference. I feel this describes not only NCJW South Cook 
Section but so many other organizations that have stepped up and offered their assistance 
during this crisis.

As an individual you can contribute through donations to an established organization or 
you can call or email a friend who is isolated from friends and family.  Maybe take a walk 
(keeping a safe 8-10 foot distance away) with someone you know who lives alone in your 
neighborhood.  Offer to do some shopping or pick up a prescription.  It can be done without 
compromising your safety or the safety of your loved ones.

Doctors, nurses, and medical personnel put themselves at risk every day for us as well 
as other individuals with lesser profile jobs who continue to pick up our garbage, fix our 
plumbing, electricity, or heating, man our grocery stores and pharmacies.  Policemen, 
firefighters, and paramedics cannot stay home and do their jobs from a laptop. There is 
bravery in all these acts.

I think about the worst man-made crisis, the Holocaust, and the words of one of its most 
famous victims: “It’s really a wonder that I have not dropped all of my ideals, because they 
seem so absurd and impossible to carry out. Yet I keep them, because in spite of everything, I 
still believe that people are really good at heart.” Anne Frank

I see evidence of this all around me, every day.  
Stay calm and stay healthy!
Sharon E. Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section 

Sharon Johnson has agreed to serve another year as South Cook’s President.  Thank you, 
Sharon! We truly appreciate your commitment, devotion, time and efforts!
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United We Stand
(Just not too close!)



3

South Suburban Family Shelter to rename award after Diane Kessler

The following article recently appeared in the Community Star and the Daily Southtown.

Domestic violence shelter’s award renamed for its biggest 
champion By C.R. Walker

When representatives of the National Council of Jewish Women South Cook Section and Aunt Martha’s Health 
& Wellness worked with graduate students from Governors State University to conduct a community needs 
assessment survey, they came back with some troubling data.

They learned there were 500 to 700 known victims of domestic violence without access to support services living in 
the area. That was 40 years ago, and members of the groups got right to work and formed South Suburban Family 
Shelter, which has been providing specialized services to families impacted by domestic violence since 1980.

Among those who were active both with the NCJW and the shelter was Flossmoor resident Diane Kessler, who 
died last August after a lifetime of working to make the area a better place, especially for women and children.
So it’s appropriate, shelter officials said, that the local chapter of the NCJW will be the first recipient of the newly 
named Diane Kessler Community Champion Award, which will be presented as the SSFS marks its 40th year at its 
annual gala later this spring. 

Jennifer Gabrenya, executive director for SSFS, said Kessler was a lifelong volunteer and activist whose generous 
efforts through the NCJW were crucial to the development of the SSFS. She said the SSFS board of directors chose 
to rename the Community Champion Award after Kessler because she was SSFS’s biggest champion. And while 
she may be gone, her impact lives on.

“Last year alone over 36,000 people were impacted by our programs,” Gabrenya said. “The continued support of 
our community makes is possible for families to find safety and heal from abuse.”
According to the organization, SSFS provides comprehensive, coordinated services to families in which domestic 
violence exists, without imposing any one solution. Services are provided at no charge to victims and include a 
24-hour hotline, emergency shelter, counseling, medical advocacy, legal advocacy, community education, partner 
abuse intervention and transitional housing.

And those services are just as important as ever. According to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 
1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men in the U.S. have experienced some form of physical violence by an intimate partner.
This year’s gala, “Keeping Dreams Alive” will be held at Olympia Fields Country Club from 5:30-10 p.m. May 2 
with a dinner, silent auction items and live entertainment. Tickets for the gala are $125 per person with a grand 
raffle that includes two Southwest Airline tickets.

More information is at 708-794-2140 or www.ssfs1.org.

[Note – the gala has been postponed]
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News about Aunt Martha’s Health & Wellness

Aunt Martha’s Health and Wellness has done more than just change its name.  Over the years, Aunt Martha’s has moved 
from a shelter and counseling service for young people to an integrated care program serving families across Illinois. We 
are moving into the second year of a pilot program with Lurie Children’s Hospital and have just finished setting up our 
Integrated Care Center in Chicago to better serve the needs of the Department of Children & Family Services and our 
children. Now Aunt Martha’s is busy at work helping meet the needs of the coronavirus crisis. Governor Pritzker announced 
the development of a Children’s Quarantine Center being developed by Aunt Martha’s and expected to open by the end 
of the month. To keep up with future developments check out the web site at www.auntmarthas.org.      
Susan Bayer, NCJW South Cook representative to Aunt Martha’s

Elyse Bell Traveling Players
Staff and students at ECHO school enjoyed the offbeat performance of our merry troupe of players. 

Pat Arnold (aka Woody) and other Traveling Players recently performed their magic at Blue Cap School in Blue Island.
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Mini-Grants

At Western Avenue School’s STEAM lab, students enjoy the K’Nex 
purchased through South Cook’s mini-grants. 
From Staci Klein, STEAM LAB teacher at Western Avenue School: 
I am very grateful for the K’Nex! The K’Nex are a great tool to 
introduce students in all grade levels to engineering. They give 
children the opportunity to learn hands-on, problem solving skills. 
In fact, the students were so inspired by building with K’Nex I had 
trouble moving them on to the next lesson. It also appealed to all 
ages and genders! The K’Nex might inspire some students to pursue 
a career in engineering!!



6

Prairie State College Book Scholarship

We have, after much thought, awarded 3 scholarships to deserving 
students at Prairie State College. These awards are intended to assist 
them in purchasing the books needed to attend their selected classes. 
One student is studying to be a dental hygienist, another is hoping to 
become a nurse, and the third an elementary school teacher.

Our hope and goal is to assist these women to attain their goals and 
become productive members of society. These awards are given 
each fall and spring. It gives us much pleasure to be a part of such a 
rewarding endeavor. Mindy Miller and Lois Fine, Co-chairs

Calling All Graduates! 
Please send us your graduates’ names with the type of graduation (ie. 

religious school, high school, college, etc.) to Cathy Davis at
 kashazi@aol.com or call/text her at (708) 372-8732. We will publish 
their names in the next bulletin and you will have an opportunity to 

make a donation to honor all of their accomplishments.

Shalom Transportation
Are you over 55 and need a ride?  Need to get to an activity at night, or just don’t want to drive 
somewhere? The South Suburban office of JUF has partnered with GoGo Grandparent to offer 10 rides a 
month, up to 25 miles, for just $2.50 a ride!  How does this work?  Call Amy Bloomberg at 708-249-6086 
or email amybloomberg@juf.org to get registered and learn the easy program details. This program is 
generously funded by the Albert and Lucille Delighter and Marcella Winston Foundation, a Supporting 
Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. 
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Traveling Players [add photos sent separately] 
Staff and students at ECHO school enjoyed the offbeat performance of our merry 
troupe of players.  
 
Pat Arnold (aka Woody) and other Traveling Players recently performed their magic 
at Blue Cap School in Blue Island. 
 
 
 
Cynthia Maddox Adopt-a-School [add photos sent separately] 
Today I had a wonderful experience! 
I read Shel Silverstein’s THE GIVING TREE to a group of first graders at Garfield 
School in Chicago Heights. Garfield is South Cook’s “Adopt-A-School.” Over the years, 
South Cook members have played Scrabble with the kids, listened to and 
encouraged emerging readers, and presented art works “Picture Lady” style. Thanks 
to the generous support of the Dreyfuss family, in Iris’ memory, students 
participated in a wonderful field trip to GSU’s Sculpture Garden.  Oh, and thanks to 
an anonymous donor, on a day when snow and plummeting temperatures were 
predicted, I was able to deliver 30 pairs of gloves to warm little fingers. Remember 
when your kids forgot theirs?  
Are you interested in becoming a volunteer? Contact Judy Budrow.  Questions or 
concerns? Contact Lynne Oberman. They both can let you know how you too can 
enjoy this valuable experience.  
Lynne Oberman 

Iris Dreyfuss Program [add photos] 
On December 17, the Iris Dreyfuss Fund sponsored a field trip to the Homewood 
Science Academy for the fifth grade students at Glenwood Academy.  The topic was 
all about glaciers. Clara Deck, a recent graduate from the University of Maine with 
an MS in Earth and Climate Science, explained the topic and gave an informative 
slide presentation.  The students learned about the effect global warming has on the 
ice.  Afterwards, the excited students did hands-on experiments using a product 
Miss Deck called “glacier goo" to simulate a glacier moving down ramps of various 
textures. The morning was topped off with individual Bundt cakes to enjoy after 
lunch.  A lot was learned and it was a fun experience. South Cook Section thanks 
Jennifer and David Dreyfuss and their family for their generous support and 
attending the event. 
 
 
[add graphics] 
~ Save the Dates! ~ 
10th Annual Southland Community Garden Walk 
June 28, 2020 
 
Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria 
September 30, 2020 at Idlewild Country Club 
 
NCJW South Cook’s 100th Birthday Party 
October 3, 2021 at Idlewild County Club 
 
 
 

 
 
Are you looking to do some hands on volunteering?  The JUF South Suburban office 
can use your help!  We are looking for volunteers to help pack and deliver Shabbat 
baskets to community members who are either in the hospital or homebound.  We 
can also use some help with Maot Chitim deliveries for Passover on March 29, 2020.  
Contact Amy Bloomberg at (708) 249-6086 or amybloomberg@juf.org for more 
information. 
 
 



Friendship Notes
Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes 
chair.  She will send notes to 
members observing life cycle events 
for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, 
siblings, children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for 
births and deaths, speedy recoveries, 
marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.  
Please let Sheri know... Email her at 
sherbear1229@yahoo.com or call her at 
(708) 798-4992.  

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV!
Debbie Banach       Birth of granddaughter
Jamie Benovic        Son’s Wedding
Nancy Burrows       Birth of grandson
Lois Fine                  Birth of great grandson
Marta Krengel         Birth of granddaughter
Joan Mahler             Birth of granddaughter
Marianne Switt        Grandson’s Bar Mitzvah
Jodie Virene            Birth of grandson

SPEEDY RECOVERY/THINKING OF YOU
Laura Eisenwasser     husband
Rebecca Moeckler     husband
David Schoeneman
Priscilla Sutker           husband and   
                                   daughter
Syvia Tillman

CONDOLENCES
Patricia Adelman      daughter
Barbara Gordon        sister-in-law
Robin Latman            brother
Lea Pearson               husband
Jodie Virene              mother-in-law

  Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 

The South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each 
month. During the current crisis, please join us at 7:30 PM using 
ZOOM. Most books may be found using the following apps: KINDLE, 
AUDIBLE, BOOKS, AUDIOBOOKS, OVERDRIVE, and LIBBY.  
For the ZOOM ID and Password please contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com. For all other information please call 
Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail her at annabellelake@
gmail.com.

  Directory Updates
Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing 
them to dbbbor@sbcglobal.net or calling her at (708) 798-8049. If you 
know of changes or additional information about other members we should 
put in the Directory, please tell Debra. If she’s not home, please leave a 
message with your changes.  

TRIBUTES
Express your good wishes or condolences and 
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW 
Tribute cards.  To purchase or send a tribute, 
please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at 
(708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

New Addresses:

Carol Saidel
11805 Meadowglen, 
Apt. 1101
Houston, TX 77082
Remove telephone #

Harriet Salk
15713 W Star View Ln
Surprise, AZ 85374-5605
Cell: (312) 316-7689

Barbara Sitrin
4450 South Park Ave, 
Apt. 401
Chevy Chase, MD 
Home: (301) 312-8664
Cell: (716) 435-1256
email same

Corrections:

Anita Lebowitz - Remove 
cell phone #

Elaine Bayer
Corrected telephone #: 

(805) 806-8015

Marla Gordon
Changed email: 
marlabgordon17@aol.
com

Juell Kadet - Remove 
telephone #

Sue Kluger – Remove 
home # (only cell)

Joan Krengel - Remove 
telephone #

Linda Roman - City name 
should be Palm Beach 
Gardens

Sherrie Rosen
11729 Brook Hill Dr.
Cell only: (708) 638-1928 
(remove landline)

Davida Rosenblum - 
Remove cell #

Diane Rosenthal
New email: 
dianerosenthal@mac.
com
Cell: (303) 882-2002

Neal Rosner - Remove 
telephone #

Debbie & Ricky Rudy - 
Remove telephone #

Beverly Sandler - 
Remove telephone #

Leah Scher - Remove 
telephone #

Michelle Tenny
New cell: (907) 350-1484

Ilene Uhlmann
Cell only: (708) 287-7220 
(remove landline)

Beth Watman - Remove 
telephone #

All articles for the next bulletin should be emailed to Beth 
Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail .com by May 15th.
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CHICAGO BOOK CLUB 
For information about joining the 
Chicago Book Club, please contact 
Susan Nusbaum at maestrasu@
gmail.com. New members are always 
welcome! We’ve decided to Zoom 
monthly for the foreseeable future, 
with in-home meetings only if we 
all feel safe. Meetings will be the 
third Thursday of the month at 7 pm 
Chicago time. The next meeting will be 
May 21, and the book will be The Alice 
Network by Kate Quinn. Future books 
to be announced at a later date.

We mourn the death of NCJW Life Member  

JOAN PLUSSER
We extend our heartfelt condolences to her 

familly. May her memory be a blessing.

MAY 7 
THE WARTIME SISTERS
by Lynda Cohen Loigman
  Facilitator: Elyse Miller

JUNE 4
THE BOOK OF DREAMS
by Nina George
  Facilitator: Nancy Burrows 

JULY 2
WOMANS HOUR
by Elaine Weiss
  Facilitator: Susan Bayer

Join in for a ONE BOOK/ONE NCJW event (by Zoom)
Monday, May 18 at 7:30 PM
An American Summer: Love and Death in Chicago by Alex Kotlowitz  
Hosted by NCJW Chicago North Shore
RSVP to advocacy@ncjwcns.org for details.
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APRIL
April 22    JUF Mini-grant program - POSTPONED
April 23-25    NCJW National Convention - CANCELLED
April 28    Executive Committee Meeting

MAY
May 5    Board Meeting
May 7    South Suburban Book Club
May 18    One Book/One NCJW
May 20    Closing Event – CANCELLED
May 21    Chicago Book Club
May 26    Executive Committee Meeting
May 29-30    Shavuot

JUNE
June 2    Board Meeting
June 4    South Suburban Book Club
June 28    Garden Walk - CANCELLED
June 30    Executive Committee Meeting

JULY
July 2    South Suburban Book Club
July 7    Board Meeting
July 27    Executive Committee Meeting
July 30    Tisha B’Av

FEBRUARY
$25    Pat Arnold
$50   Ilene Banach
$100 Vicki Meilach

MARCH
$25   Gayle Weil
$50   Belinda Oberman
$100 Sheri Larks

APRIL
$25   Mia Moskovich
$50  Jamie Benovic
$100 Craig Oberman

Support our Section through this worthy 
fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as you 
like.  Each month from October through May 
three winning tickets will be drawn for $100, 
$50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the 

      GO GREEN!

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive your 
South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at 
kashazi@aol.com and save 
a tree! 

      

      GO ONLINE!

NCJW South Cook has a 
website!  Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll 
find up to date events and 
information and more! Have 
information or an event you’d 
like listed on the website?  
Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org. 

      SOUTH COOK ON 
FACEBOOK

If you would like to post on 
South Cook’s page, please 
contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com.

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 chances to win each year, with eight 
drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make great gifts too.  They 
are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz 
at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets IN THE 
FALL.

WINNERS


