
Bulletin
DO YOU HAVE A VOTING PLAN?

This year we are celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of women gaining the right to vote in the United States.  
Women fought for this right for seventy years before accomplishing this goal.  It is very important that we make our voices 
heard through voting, and we should encourage our families and friends to vote as well.  

What is your voting plan?  During this pandemic, we have many options for casting our ballot:

• Apply for a mail-in ballot and return it via U.S. mail by Nov. 3rd.
• Apply for a mail-in-ballot. Put it in a voting drop box at an early voting site by Nov 2nd.
• Apply for a mail-in ballot and assign someone else to put it in a voting drop box for you.
 There is a place on the ballot envelope where you sign to do this.
• Vote early in person at an early voting site from October 19th thru November 2nd. 
	 If	you	received	a	mail-in	ballot,	bring	it	with	you	and	turn	it	in.		If	you	cannot	find	it,	you	 

will be able to use a provisional ballot.
• Vote on Election Day in person at your assigned polling place.  If you have received a mail-in ballot,  

bring	it	with	you	and	turn	it	in.		If	you	cannot	find	it,	you	will	be	able	to	vote	with	a	provisional	ballot.
However you choose to vote, follow the instructions on the ballot (and envelopes on mail-ins) very carefully.  Ballots will 
be mailed to you starting September 24th.

Check out the recommendations for judges from the Cook County Bar Association   
at www.cookcountybar.org and Will County Bar Association at www.isba.org and use 
this information when voting.

Go all the way to the bottom of the ballot and vote for any referenda in your election 
district.

REMEMBER, EVERY VOTE COUNTS

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

  NNCCJJWW  SSoouutthh  CCooookk  SSeeccttiioonn    
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ON PURPOSE:  
Rabbi Deborah Zecher‘s One-Woman Show 

 
Via ZOOM 

October 21, 2020 – 7 PM 
 

RSVP contact,  Zoom ID, and Password to be provided in SEPTEMBER 2020. 
 

 
Nominated as “Best Debut” in 2018 by BroadwayWorld.com & the Manhattan Association of Cabarets 
Using music of the American songbook and contemporary cabaret songwriters, Rabbi Zecher shares 

her talent and her spirit in a way that moves audiences across the generations. 
Rabbi Zecher grew up at Temple David in Monroeville and was the first woman rabbi from the 

Pittsburgh area. She is a graduate of Brandeis University and was ordained by the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) in New York in 1982 where she also received her 

Doctor of Divinity degree in 2007. 
 

Presented by the National Council of Jewish Women South Cook Section in partnership with 
the                          Jewish United Fund in serving our community. 
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NCJW South Cook Section Presents
ON PURPOSE: 

Rabbi Deborah Zecher’s One-Woman Show
Free Via ZOOM

October 21, 2020 – 7 PM
Register at ncjwsouthcook.org

Nominated as “Best Debut” in 2018 by BroadwayWorld.com & the Manhattan Association of Cabarets
Using music of the American songbook and contemporary cabaret songwriters, Rabbi Zecher shares her talent and her spirit in a 
way that moves audiences across the generations. Rabbi Zecher grew up at Temple David in Monroeville and was the first woman 
rabbi from the Pittsburgh area. She is a graduate of Brandeis University and was ordained by the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) in New York in 1982 where she also received her Doctor of Divinity degree in 2007.
Presented by the National Council of Jewish Women South Cook Section in partnership with the Jewish United Fund in serving 
our community.

http://www.cookcountybar.org
http://www.isba.org
http://ncjwsouthcook.org


PRESIDENT’S M E S S AG E

Proud does not begin to express my feelings about 
everything NCJW South Cook Section members 
have accomplished during this recent pandemic.  

We have continued to Promote the Vote in Illinois by 
providing a voting webinar by our dedicated Voting 
Committee lead by Ellen Kaplan along with Magda 
Roth, Elena Morone, Debby Pebworth, Barbara Dutton 
and Amy Berk, as well as forming coalitions with 
other prominent voting groups such as the League 
of Women Voters, to keep our communities well 
informed on their voting rights.  Voting information 
cards have been distributed through food pantries 
and posted on our South Cook Facebook page and 
website.  Up-to-date information on registration and 
voting by mail continues to flow from this committee 
into our surrounding communities and will continue 
to do so to the last minute, including the location of 
drop boxes.

Our Honey for the Holidays committee led by Elena 
Morone and Laura Mizrahi (with Debra Borodkin, 
Magda Roth, Bonnie Ribet, and myself) were able 
to turn a potential year without honey celebrating 
the New Year to a wonderful campaign of offering 
colorful Le Shana Tova Tikatevu greeting cards to 
our membership to send to family and friends. This 
alternative to sending the honey bottles has been 
very well received and kept our name and the project 
in the minds of the senders and receivers until we 
can resume honey packing in 2021!

Our annual Members Resource Guide (the Directory) 
under the leadership of Gloria Lippert and Debra 
Borodkin has acquired a record number of ads (thanks, 
Gloria) and is being proof-read for distribution.  
As you know this is an invaluable resource for all 
our members. Please continue to support those 
businesses who have valiantly struggled to stay in 
business and yet have continued to support NCJW 

South Cook’s programs through their directory ads.

Our Executive Committee and our Board of Directors 
continue to meet monthly via ZOOM and to fulfill 
their duties managing all the many advocacy and 
community service projects.  We are ever on the 
lookout for innovative ways to keep our programs 
and services going during this time of safe distance 
requirements.

Our South Suburban Book Club (chaired by Peg 
Butler) became a ZOOM Film/Book Club for a few 
months as our public libraries were closed.  Our 
Elyse Bell Traveling Players troupe plans to film 
our musical presentation so it can be shared with 
the many special needs students we normally visit 
during the school year but are now understandably 
off-limits to personal visits.

South Cook Section has continued to support our 
many community partners that are so important 
during this pandemic, such as Respond Now, South 
Suburban Family Shelter, Aunt Martha’s Health and 
Wellness, Planned Parenthood, The Crisis Center, 
and PADS (overnight shelter) not only financially, but 
through our volunteers.

As we prepare for South Cook’s 100th birthday 
celebration in 2021, I cannot help but feel the 
dedication, inventiveness, and determination that 
has been passed down from those who came before 
us.  We have a legacy that must be honored, and I 
feel every one of you is helping to make that a reality.

We face more than one extremely difficult situation, 
both politically and socially.  I am so proud to stand 
with all of you in supporting our values, striving to 
improve the lives of women, children, and families, 
and safeguarding our individual rights and freedoms.

Sharon E. Johnson,
President of NCJW South Cook Section
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PRAIRIE STATE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Mindy Miller and I had the privilege of reviewing seven applications for scholarship awards. We reviewed them separately 
and came to the same conclusion. We chose two worthy students, one applying to the dental program and one to the 
nursing program.  These two applicants were chosen not only for their outstanding academic records, but also because 
of their commitment to community service.

We look forward to the spring semester when we will again be in a position to help worthy Prairie State students.

Mindy Miller and Lois Fine, co-chairs
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Iris Dreyfuss Award goes to Debby Pebworth
On Thursday, September 17, NCJW South Cook Section presented Debby Pebworth with the 
Iris Dreyfuss Award at a luncheon at Flossmoor Station’s open-air patio.  In attendance with 
Debby were Debra Borodkin, Jennifer Dreyfuss, Susie Goldberg, Sharon Johnson and Jody 
Markus.  Bonnie Ribet prepared the following speech, which Sharon read to the group:

Debby, 

The pandemic has certainly made this a year to remember or NOT!  Hopefully we will be able 
to celebrate the outcome of the election in November. 

When we announced you would be receiving the Iris Dreyfuss Award at our annual Chanukah 
dinner, who would have thought we would not be able to honor you properly with a dinner 
and an informative and inspiring program.    

Thank you for your dedication to NCJW and our community for over 40 years. Your passion for State Policy Advocacy, 
community service, for volunteering to help with our fundraisers, other activities and so much more makes our Section 
a shining light!  Like Iris, you have selflessly been devoted to our Section without needing recognition.  Now you know 
how we feel!

It is our pleasure to present you with this beautiful Iris Dreyfuss Award given 
to a South Cook Section member who, by her service to NCJW, has been an 
example to us all!

Jennifer, thank you for representing the Dreyfuss family and supporting our 
organization in so many ways.

Debby, hopefully we will be able to honor you with a true, in-person Iris 
Dreyfuss event in 2021!

Bonnie Ribet, Chair of the Iris Dreyfuss Committee

In lieu of the donations for RESPOND NOW that we usually 
collect at the NCJW South Cook Opening Luncheon we 
are proud to partner with JUF TOV in the following hygiene 
drive.  Can’t shop?  Make a check payable to RESPOND 
NOW and mail to Teri Gaby at 214 Shea Dr., Flossmoor 
60422.  Each bag is approx. $20 in cost, but any amount is 
greatly appreciated.

NOURISH OUR 
NEIGHBORHOODS

JUF TIKKUN OLAM  
VOLUNTEER NETWORK (TOV)

Collecting hygiene products for those in need 

Benefiting Respond Now

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
Contactless drop-off available from 4–5:30 p.m. at Shir Tikvah

Sign up to donate items for a hygiene kit supporting those in need.
You will receive a list of supplies needed for a kit upon approved 

registration. All supplies should be new and unopened.

Visit juf.org/nourish to register today!
Questions? Contact TOV@juf.org

TOV is partnered with the National Council of Jewish Women South 
Cook Section for this project.

Thank You to the following Donors 
who Honored Graduates of our 

NCJW Members!

Debbie Berman

Cathy Davis

Charlene Gordon

Joan Mahler

Mona Rosenthal

Leslie Sigale

Marcie Stern

Thank You to everyone who 
sent a tribute for my high school 

graduation. I appreciate the 
thoughtfulness – Louie Berman

mailto:TOV@juf.org
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First Annual Diane Kessler Community Champion Award

Friends, donors, staff, and clients of South 
Suburban Family Shelter, it is my privilege 
to present the first annual Diane Kessler, 
Community Champion Award.  To provide 
some background, the award originated 5 years 
ago, as the Community Champion Award, to 
honor those groups or organizations that have 
worked within the community to advocate for 
the Shelter, not only for domestic violence 
awareness but also financially and legislatively. 
Last fall, shortly after my mom passed away, 
the Shelter Board of Directors voted to change 
the name of the award to the Diane Kessler 
Community Champion Award. They thought 
this would be a fitting tribute to my mom, since 
she was always their biggest champion!  

My mom (and dad) were founding members of 
the Shelter 40 years ago!  In fact, the concept of 
what is now known as South Suburban Family 
Shelter was developed at our family’s dining 
room table, which was donated to the Shelter a 
few years ago as a symbol of the organization’s 
humble beginnings.  A small group of 
passionate volunteers, sitting around our family 
table, created an organization that originally 
served about 500 victims of domestic violence 
and now serves well over 36,000 annually. I’m so 

proud that the seeds my mom and many others 
planted and nurtured for so many years has 
helped thousands of people get the services 
they need to be safe and heal.

If anyone knew my mom, they would know that 
her pride and joy was her 2 children, (and their 
spouses), but most of all, her 4 grandchildren.  
However, a very close second was her love for 
the South Suburban Family Shelter and the 
National Council of Jewish Women.  These 2 
organizations were her passion and provided a 
lifetime of volunteerism, fighting for causes she 
cared deeply about, and lifelong friendships.  
Although she is no longer with us, her legacy 
is of the utmost importance to me, my brother, 
my dad, and the rest of our family.  She 
would have been so proud to know that this 
prestigious award will bring together 2 of her 
most treasured causes.  

On behalf of the Kessler-Kosmin family, it is my 
great honor to present the first annual Diane 
Kessler Community Champion Award to Sharon 
Johnson, who is accepting the award on behalf 
of the National Council of Jewish Women South 
Cook section.  For those of you who don’t 
know NCJW, it is a grassroots organization of 

volunteers and advocates who turn progressive 
ideals into action.  Inspired by Jewish values, 
NCJW strives for social justice by improving the 
quality of life for women, children, and families 
by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.  
The members and volunteers of NCJW South 
Cook section have been a constant source of 
support, advocacy, and funding for SSFS from 
the beginning.

Congratulations to the South Suburban Family 
Shelter on celebrating 40 years of service to 
our community!  The importance of domestic 
violence prevention and support services, 
particularly during our time in quarantine and 
the isolation brought about by this pandemic, 
is critical.  Please join me in keeping everyone’s 
dream alive by continuing to support South 
Suburban Family Shelter in any way you can. 
Thank you!

Michelle Kosmin

Thank you, South Suburban Family Shelter and 
the Kessler-Kosmin family, for this great honor.  
I had the privilege of meeting and working 
with Diane 13 years ago when I joined National 
Council of Jewish Women South Cook Section.  
It was indeed a serendipity moment!  From the 
beginning I knew, here was someone special.  
She always greeted me and everyone with the 
biggest, brightest smile and warm welcome in 
her eyes. 

Whenever NCJW South Cook appointed a 
new president, Diane was the first to offer her 
support and extensive experience in leadership.  
Her history of service to others and her 
community is staggering.  Here are a few honors 
she received through NCJW South Cook:  
South Cook President (1974-76), first South 
Cook Hannah G. Solomon Award recipient 
(1981), NCJW National Board Member (1981-
85), Special Volunteer Award recipient (1999), 
and Iris Dreyfuss Volunteer Recognition Award 
recipient (2000).

One of those awards is especially notable:  
The Hannah G. Solomon Award is the highest 
National Award NCJW grants and is only 
given to those whose leadership resulted in 
enlightenment and progress in their community.  
I’d like to read you a few of the offices and 
responsibilities Diane held outside of NCJW 

when she was awarded the Hannah G. Solomon 
Award in 1981.  You can definitely see why 
Diane exemplifies this award.

• Illinois State Public Affairs Chairman (77-79)
• School Board Member District 161 (77-83)
• Board and Executive committee member 
 SSFS (80-81)
• Chairwoman of the Steering Committee – 
 Illinois Women’s Agenda (77-81)
• Advisory Committee – IL Whitehouse 
 Conference of Families (1980)
• IL Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
 (1980)
• Treasurer & Board Member – HF League of  
 Women Voters (76-77 & 79-80)
• Board – IL Women’s Political Caucus (78-79)
• Legislative Aide – IL State Representative 
 Terry Steczo (1978)

WOW – we can say it again, WOW! 
AND she continued this level of service her 
entire life.  Michelle gave an excellent definition 
of what National Council of Jewish Women is all 
about.  And I think you can see from her many 
activities why Diane believed so strongly in our 
mission and the mission of South Suburban 
Family Shelter.

Champion is truly the word to describe Diane, 
as well as dedicated, determined, intelligent, 

c o m p a s s i o n a t e , 
with a generosity of 
spirit, whatever the 
need.

NCJW South Cook 
section is beyond 
thrilled to receive 
the 1st annual Diane 
Kessler Community 
Champion award from South Suburban Family 
Shelter.  As the current President of South 
Cook Section, I speak for all our members 
and officers, past and present in pledging to 
continue the work that Diane devoted her life 
to accomplishing.  In today’s world of political 
upheaval and the challenges of dealing with a 
devastating world-wide pandemic, we need 
now, more than ever, to follow her example of 
leadership and action and to persevere.   

Happy 40th to South Suburban Family Shelter.  
NCJW South Cook looks forward to continuing 
our relationship of support and community 
service in the South Suburbs.  Thank you again 
so very much!

Sharon Johnson
President – NCJW South Cook Section

1st Annual Diane Kessler Community Champion Award Presentation Speech

1st Annual Diane Kessler Community Champion Award Acceptance Speech
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The proposed amendment grants the 
State authority to impose higher income 
tax rates on higher income levels, which is 
how the federal government and a majority 
of other states do it. The amendment 
would remove the portion of the Revenue 
Article of the Illinois Constitution that is 
sometimes referred to as the “flat tax,” 
which requires all taxes on income to be at 
the same rate. The amendment does not 
itself change tax rates. It gives the State 
the ability to impose higher tax rates on 
those with higher income levels and lower 
income tax rates on those with middle or 
lower income levels. 

You are asked to decide whether the 
proposed amendment should become 
a part of the Illinois Constitution. The 
question will be at the top of the ballot.

Those in favor say:
Voting “yes” on the amendment means 
that the State of Illinois will enact a new 
tax structure where only those making 
above $250,000 a year will see their 
taxes go up.

This amendment is upgrading Illinois’ 
old tax system to a graduated system 
that will help small business owners by 
creating a stable economic environment 
for their businesses. 

This change will generate additional 
revenue each year that can help address 
Illinois’ budget deficit and fund critical 
programs, including the State’s educa-
tion system, public safety, and social 
services. When the wealthiest people 
pay more, middle and lower income 
earners can pay less while the State 
funds critical services that our essential 
workers rely on.

Those opposed say:
The proposed amendment would give 
the Legislature power to increase taxes 
on any group of taxpayers with no 
limits and no accountability and without 
any requirement to use the additional 
revenue to fund essential needs.

Taxes and spending are out of control 
in Illinois. The Legislature should not be 
allowed to keep raising taxes until they 
get their spending under control. Illinois 
already has some of the highest property 
taxes and sales taxes in the nation.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
now is the worst time for a massive tax 
increase.

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth 

NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

NCJW South Cook Meets with Illinois 
State Senator Michael E. Hastings
On September 11, 2020 NCJW South Cook delegates met with 
Illinois State Senator Michael E. Hastings at his office in Frankfort.  
Senator Hastings is the Illinois State Senator for the 19th District. 

The meeting was coordinated 
by Gloria Lippert and included 
NCJW SPAs Ellen Kaplan and 
Debby Pebworth and President 
Sharon Johnson.  Both Debby 
and Sharon reside in Senator 
Hastings’ district.

In 2012, Hastings was elected 
to the Illinois State Senate as 
one of the youngest Senators 

in state history. He has worked tirelessly to pass countless pieces 
of legislation that have improved the social and financial status of 
the State of Illinois. He currently serves as the Chair of the Senate 
Energy and Public Utilities committee in addition to sitting on the 
Commerce and Economic Development, Executive, Insurance, and 
Judiciary committees.

In 2020, Hastings was named to Senate President Don Harmon's 
leadership team, serving as the Majority Caucus Whip.

Gloria was a font of information about the history of NCJW South 
Cook Section and Ellen and Debby discussed pertinent issues im-
portant to our members.  Targeted were Gun Violence Prevention, 
Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice and IL State Bill 1594 (Re-
peal the Forced Parental Involvement Law). They gave an informed 
and detailed statement of our views and concerns.

At the end of the meeting, I left Senator Hastings with a promo-
tional flyer for Promote the Vote (printed in English and Spanish) 
that we are handing out to food pantries and other locations 
detailing 3 ways to vote.

Senator Hastings afforded us plenty of time to make our points and 
was very receptive to our comments and concerns.  It was a very 
enjoyable and productive meeting.

Sharon Johnson

Illinois State Policy Advocate Updates 

VOTE
In order to encourage voting, 
NCJW South Cook Section’s 
Promote the Vote Committee 
has been working on ways to 
reach different populations in the 
Southern Suburbs

• Starting at the end of 
September, in coalition 
with Promote the Vote 
Illinois, we will be distributing voting information 
postcards throughout Cook County for three 
weeks via food pantries, The postcards are 
English on one side and Spanish on the other and 
are designed for individuals with cell phones.

• We are contacting faith leaders in the Ministerial 
Association and SWIFT making voting information 
available to them electronically. They can then 
disseminate the information to their congregants.

• We are working with Prairie State College to 
develop communications to encourage voting by 
young people.

Members of the Promote the Vote Committee are Amy 
Berk, Barbara Dutton, Sharon Johnson, Ellen Kaplan, 
Elena Morone, Debby Pebworth, and Magda Roth.

BACKGROUND ON THE PROPOSED FAIR TAX AMENDMENT  
TO THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION
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TTrriibbuutteess    
EExxpprreessss  yyoouurr  ggoooodd  wwiisshheess  oorr  ccoonnddoolleenncceess  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  NNCCJJWW  pprroojjeeccttss  

bbyy  ppuurrcchhaassiinngg    
NNCCJJWW  TTrriibbuuttee  ccaarrddss..    

 
Send requests via email only to Bonnie Mosbacher at bmoss1121@yahoo.com. 

Mail checks payable to NCJW to Bonnie at 6741 South Pointe Dr., Unit 2A, Tinley Park 60477 
 

           CARDS                         PRICING                       GROUP PRICING 

Trees    $5 Each    10 for $40                     
Ladies   $10 Each    6 for $48                                  
CHAI    $18 Each    4 for $64                                 
Silver    $25 Each    4 for $90 

Please add $2 per order to cover postage. 

                    

 

                                                                             

Another Yom Kippur is behind us and with 
it the 2020 Honey Project is definitely 
wrapped up.  This year it was possible due 
to a small group of worker bees who worked 
hard, from home, and got the job done with 
amazing efficiency under the direction of 
Debra Borodkin.

This year we had to switch to cards instead 
of honey to protect our irreplaceable (both 
in the heart and at work with the honey) 
volunteers. Our main goal was to stay 
present in the mind and heart of the people 
who usually order from us and remind 
everyone that we are continuing with this 
sweet project even during quarantine times.  
Furthermore, it was especially important to 
reach out to our loved ones and let them 
know we are thinking of them even when the 
situation keeps us apart.  And it worked!  We 
sold over 2,000 cards, some from members 
who haven’t ordered honey in the past, 
and we received monetary donations from 
others to compensate from any changes in 
their orders. (After all, this IS a fundraiser 
people! We at NCJW South Cook sponsor 
schools and teachers in the south suburbs, 
youth shelters and single mother projects, 
we fund food pantries, and support and 
promote the freedom to vote for all.)

Living in the city as I do now there was little 
I was able to do, but the wonderful team of 
Queen Bees was amazing getting all those 
cards in the mail.  My most special thanks 
go to Debra Borodkin, Laura Mizrahi, Magda 
and George Roth, and Sharon Johnson, who 
did all the administrative work of sorting 
and filing checks and orders, ordering and 
picking up the cards, printing the cards with 
the individual names and a million other little 
tasks to get the cards in the mail and in your 
mailbox, including those cute little stickers 
“Bee Sure to Vote.” (Thanks Ellen Kaplan, 
head of the Promote the Vote Committee, 
who came up with the idea).  In addition we 
had a group of 9 “first responders” to the 
call of “who can help stuff the envelopes and 
label them”: Cheryl Sugar, Pat Arnold, Sharon 
Johnson, Lois Fine, Laura Eisenwasser, Leslie 
Sigale, Judy Budrow, Teri Gaby, and Barbara 
Gordon.  Other wonderful members also 
offered to help, but we only needed the first 
nine.  Thanks to all of you!  This project could 
only work with your loving participation.

Missing as we were of our “social time,” when 
we met in the past at the temple and wrapped 
honey while chatting about everything 
under the sun that happened in our lives 
since we had last seen each other, this year 

we organized a 
Bingo game on 
Zoom with some 
extra time to 
mingle and talk with our friends and see 
each other even if it was just online. It was 
a lot of fun. Invitations to Bingo were sent 
by e-mail to all the volunteers of the past 
3 years and all our NCJW Board members.  

All that is left for me to say is may you all 
be inscribed in the Book of Life for another 
year.  May the next year be plentiful of all 
the important things like time with our loved 
ones, patience to get to the other side of the 
pandemic, good health, freedom to exercise 
our rights, and the wisdom to find joy. 

Shana Tova be G’mar Chatima Tova

Elena Morone

We would like to give a special thanks to the 
Silverstein Family Fund for their donation ‘In 
Honor of Roz and Oren Conway. Thank you 
for the many years of sending us honey for 
the Holidays.  We look forward to resuming 
this tradition next year! From, Debbie, Rich, 
Jonathan, Sam and Noah.’

Honey for the Holidays ~ Thank You’s
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A Good and Sweet Year
Shana Tova Umetukah

May the New Year bring a harvest rich and sweet 
in all the good things of life

159613-NCJW-JewishNewYear.indd   1159613-NCJW-JewishNewYear.indd   1 6/4/20   4:47 PM6/4/20   4:47 PM



Friendship Notes
Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes chair.  
She will send notes to members observing 
life cycle events for themselves or immediate 
family members, including spouses, parents, 
siblings, children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Notes are sent for births and 
deaths, speedy recoveries, marriages and 
bar/bat mitzvahs.  Please let Sheri know... 
Email her at sherbear1229@yahoo.com or 
call her at (708) 798-4992.  

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV!
Teri Gaby  birth of   
 granddaughter
Wendy Isaacs son’s Bar   
 Mitzvah
Leslie Silverman  marriage of  
 son
SPEEDY RECOVERY/THINKING OF YOU
Norma Anderhous Sister
Robin Frank 
Barbara Gordon Husband
Marla Gordon Husband
Bari Kessler
Paul Kessler Daughter-in-law
Lauren Kessler Mother
Todd Kessler Wife
Michelle Kosmin Sister-in-law
Sheri Larks Mother-in-law
Sandi Reich 
Sandi Reich Husband
Helen Wolkow

CONDOLENCES
Eleanor Belson Sister
Rachel Berger Uncle
Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus Mother-in-law
Barbara Gordon Sister-in-law
Dena Isaacson Uncle
Donna Isaacson Brother
Marea Kahn Mother-in-law
Larry & Kathy Klein      Sister/Sister-in-law
Rita Sachs Sister
Carol Spector Husband

  Book Clubs
SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB

South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of 
the month. Please join us on ZOOM (ID and password sent 
closer to date of meeting) at 8PM. Books are again available at 
Flossmoor Library. For more information call Peggy Butler at 
(708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

November 5    MY LIFE AS A RAT by Joyce Carol Oates

December 3    CROSSING TO SAFETY by Wallace Stegman 
(if possible)        

Peggy Butler 

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB 
For information about joining the Chicago Book Club, please 
contact Susan Nusbaum at maestrasu@gmail.com.  New 
members are always welcome! We’ve decided to Zoom monthly 
for the foreseeable future, with in-home meetings only if we all 
feel safe. Meetings will be the third Thursday of the month at 
7 pm Chicago time.  Future books to be announced at a later 
date.

  Directory Updates
Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by 
emailing them to dbbbor@sbcglobal.net or calling her at (708) 
798-8049. If you know of changes or additional information 
about other members we should put in the Directory, please 
tell Debra. If she’s not home, please leave a message with your 
changes. 

Corrections/Updates:
Lynne Oberman - New email: lynnencjw@gmail.com

All articles for the next bulletin should be emailed to Beth 
Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail .com by October 15th
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We mourn the death of NCJW Life Member

JUDITH STRAUS

We extend our heartfelt condolences to her family. 
May her memories be a blessing.

TRIBUTES
Express your good wishes or condolences and 
support NCJW projects by purchasing NCJW Tribute 
cards.  To purchase or send a tribute, please contact 
Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@
yahoo.com.

South	Suburban	Book	Club		
	

              

    
NNCCJJWW  SSOOUUTTHH  SSUUBBUURRBBAANN  BBOOOOKK  CCLLUUBB  

RREEIIMMAAGGIINNEEDD!!  
Following the parameters of safe distancing, the NCJW South Suburban Book 
Club has developed a new way of continuing our rewarding and satisfying 
monthly event. 
Our monthly meetings (first Thursday evening of the month) are conducted via 
ZOOM with our latest event featuring a twist.  Due to the limited availability of 
getting books from the library during the virus, it was decided to pick a relevant 
movie that most members could easily access.   
Our first film choice was “Brian Banks”, a riveting movie detailing the tragic 
circumstances of our often-faulty justice system.  Brian Banks was a 16-year-old 
football star with a scholarship and hopeful NFL career in his future when falsely 
accused of rape by a fellow student.  The film depicts his struggle through a 
series of disastrous events including his court appearances, his 6-year prison 
term, and his struggle to rebuild his life after prison. 
Based on a true story, NCJW South Suburban Book Club was thrilled (through 
the efforts of Elyse Miller) to have one of the major players of this drama, Justin 
Brooks, join us for our discussion.  Justin Brooks (portrayed by Greg Kinnear in 
the film) is the co-founder and current director of the California Innocence 
Project.  Justin is an American criminal defense attorney, known internationally 
for his work in exonerating wrongfully-convicted people and training judges, 
prosecutors and defense attorneys.  
It was an entertaining, inspiring, and greatly informative evening.  Mr. Brooks 
graciously gave us an hour and a half from his busy schedule to discuss the 
movie and many legal questions. We can’t promise this level of special guest in 
the future, but you will not be disappointed in the level of discussion engendered 
by our book club members. 
Our next film choice for August 6th at 8 pm is “Crip Camp: A Disability 
Revolution.”  It is a 2020 American documentary film, directed and produced by 

			

Directory Distribution
The NCJW South Cook 2020-21 Membership Directory is in the 
works.  Details to follow by email on how local area distribution 
will be handled this year given COVID restrictions.    

If you live out-of-town and would like a directory mailed to 
you, please contact Carrie Tenny at jctenny@sbcglobal.net. 
A $5 contribution to NCJW is appreciated to cover postage.  

The Directory Committee:  
Debra Borodkin, Gloria Lippert and Carrie Tenny



M
A

R
K

 Y
O

U
R

 C
A

LE
N

D
A

R
OCTOBER
October 3 Sukkot begins
October 6 Board Meeting
October 8 Hygiene Drive for Respond Now
October 10 Shemini Atzeret
October 11 Simchat Torah
October 21 JUF mini grant “On Purpose” program
October 27 Executive Committee Meeting

NOVEMBER
November 3 Board Meeting
November 5 South Suburban Book Club
November 24 Executive Committee Meeting
November 26 Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
December 1 Board Meeting
December 3 South Suburban Book Club
December 11  Hanukkah begins
December 29  Executive Committee Meeting

      GO GREEN!

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive your 
South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at 
kashazi@aol.com and save 
a tree! 

      

      GO ONLINE!

NCJW South Cook has a 
website!  Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll 
find up to date events and 
information and more! Have 
information or an event you’d 
like listed on the website?  
Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org. 

      SOUTH COOK ON 
FACEBOOK

If you would like to post on 
South Cook’s page, please 
contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com.

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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Due to COVID-19, NCJW South Cook will be 
offering Hot Tix via MAIL this year!
Members can purchase as many $10 Hot Tix tickets 
as they would like by sending a request via MAIL 

to Susie Goldberg at 1326 Hillview Road, Homewood, IL 60430. We need 
the name and phone number of each ticket holder and payment at the time of 
ordering.  Please enclose your check payable to NCJW South Cook and write 
Hot Tix in the memo line.
Please enclose your address labels for the ticket stubs or hand-written labels if 
you want the tickets to have different names and phone numbers.
Tickets will be drawn monthly at our Zoom South Cook Board meetings.
Remember, each month from October through May three winning tickets will be 
drawn for $100, $50 and $25. Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next 
raffle. You have 24 chances to win each year, with eight drawings and three 
winners each time. Hot Tix make great gifts too. They are perfect when the 
occasion calls for “no gifts!”
Thank you for your continued support of Shirley’s Hot Tix!
Sharon Johnson – President

http://ncjwsouthcook.org
http://www.ncjwsouthcook.org

